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Abstract: 

With the increasing importance of competition, countries but also 

achieve sustainable competitive advantage in the international 

arena they are looking for ways to do it. Countries have traditional 

trade policies at the macro level as well as micro-level policies they 

must identify and put into practice. Therefore international 

competition clustering approach is used to ensure superiority; 

efficiency and innovation lies under. In this study clustering and 

Innovation concepts are discussed theoretically, from the world and 

Turkey examples of clustering are given. As a result of the study, 

clustering and the effects of innovation policies on competitiveness 

were examined. 
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1. Introduction 

The globalization process continues at full speed countries that can achieve competitive 

advantage can survive and Can continue. Due to this intense competition developed and 

developing countries to maintain and enhance international competitiveness; producing 

products faster, better quality and lower costs than competitors develop innovative capabilities 

and increase existing technology levels is required. That is why countries have a say in today's 

markets besides being able to use resources more efficiently and more effectively; they need to 

create unity in the local, national and international spheres and maximize the competitive 

advantage of the firm-sector-region.  

The clustering approach is one of the ways to fulfil this requirement. From in countries' 

economic policies, increasing productivity and has given place to the clustering of global 

competitiveness and have achieved successful results.  In the first part of the study, the concepts 

of clustering, innovation and competitiveness drawn general theoretical framework, the second 

section from the world and Turkey clustering studies are mentioned. In the third chapter, 

clustering and the relationship between innovation and competitiveness are investigated.  

 

2. Cluster, Innovation, Competitiveness: Conceptual Approach 

Michael Porter is a scientist who makes the first definition of the concept of cluster and has 

been a pioneer in clustering. Porter, clustering in 1998 published in the same line of business 

an a large number of relationships but also in competition firms and universities together with 

suppliers selling goods and services to these companies, professional organizations and similar 

institutions in the same geographical region concentration.. The scope of a cluster is a city, 

geographic the region can extend to the country and even to the neighboring countries network. 

Clusters mostly, final product or service companies, specialized workforce, intermediate goods 

suppliers, the service sector, the finance sector and related companies in the industry It covers. 

In addition, universities, vocational training institutions, governmental units, trade associations, 

thought groups (Porter, 1998).  

In Industry Cluster: Work Selection by Rosenfeld in 2005 Cluster concept in his work Polit 

Policy or Branding Strategy Polit, "Not based on membership, such as associations, sufficient 

scale to generate externalities the concentration of firms or related units geographically in a 

specific region. (Rosenfeld, 2005: 2).   

Robert Gibbs and Andrew Bernat's ’Agricultural Industry Cluster Local Return on Agricultural 

Development Perspective” located in the geographic region, meeting the needs of input olarak 

have   defined as. In this context, clusters of production facilities are natural. To take advantage 
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of resources or to be close to a large market or workforce it is as simple as coexistence of firms 

(Gibbs and Bernat, 1997). PieroMorosini, En Industry Clusters, Information Integration and 

Performance o in the article, esinde settled in a particular geographic area and social units close 

to each other, people or a social as a socioeconomic entity elendir (Moroni, 2004: 307).  

In a study conducted by Mirhosseini in 1212, the clusters were Mir a group in which each 

institution and company, suppliers and service providers are connected to each other to increase 

the value added of firms fir. identified. In this context, clustering is a group of companies that 

concentrate in a specific geographical region, create synergies among themselves, have the 

opportunity to use external savings and have common challenges and opportunities 

(Mirhosseini, 2012: 70). Humphry and Schmitz clustered in their work yarat 3C Approach to 

Local Industrial Policy Polit, “creating regional wealth, competing with each other have defined 

as a sectoral and regional concentration formed by enterprises that are collaborative and 

interdependent and interdependent. In this context Clusters form the leri value chains bu, which 

are the main arguments of global competition. they are composed of companies and institutions 

that make up the economic structures (Humphrey and Schmitz, 1996: 1863-1864).  

There are three basic characteristics of the concept of clustering from these definitions. The 

first of these is that the clusters are associated with each other in the production process. is 

composed of companies. Thus, companies can act jointly in areas such as products, inputs and 

services. Second, clusters are concentrated in the same geography. In this case, the exchange of 

information between companies and institutions easier. The third is the need for innovation and 

therefore the cooperation with universities and other institutions.  

Nowadays, rapidly changing technology and the changing rules of trade force firms to be more 

innovative and more efficient. In order to stand out from the competition and gain a sustainable 

competitive advantage they need innovation. It is suggested that companies can survive in 

global competition by constantly changing and renewing their products, services, production 

methods and management approaches. economic growth and development of countries, 

improvement of quality of life and increase the competitiveness of firms (Eraslan, Bulu and 

Minister, 2008: 9). In this context, the concept of innovation comes to the fore and companies 

develop strategies and policies in this field.  

In the simplest case, to define the concept of innovation or innovation; a new or significantly 

improved product or process in business applications, business organization or external 

relations, a new marketing method or a new is the realization of an organizational method (Gök, 

2007: 6). 
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J. Schumpeter is one of the most important names who work on innovation and even open up 

new horizons for him. Many thinkers define Schumpeter as the forerunner of innovation work. 

Schumpeter's most important idea about innovation is that he sees the innovation as 

technological and cyclical in driving economic development. 1) production of new goods; 2) 

development of new production methods; 3) opening to new markets; 4) supply of new natural 

resources and semi-finished goods; 5) Adoption of a new organizational vision (Godin, 2008: 

4). 

Innovation brings growth, profitability and competitiveness. In addition, innovation is a special 

value of the enterprise, It is a concept that cannot be changed, is closely related to internal 

experiences and experiential gains. Rapid adoption of new products and processes, and 

presentation plays an important role in gaining competitive advantage. The company's 

innovative capacity allows it to reach more than its existing potential and to be advantageous 

in a competitive environment (Sen and Egelholff, 2000: 174-183).  

The main driving force behind the theoretical and practical development of the concepts of 

clustering and innovation is the efforts of firms to gain competitiveness. In this context, the 

definition of the concept of competitiveness is used in different ways by different people and 

by their surroundings. for an economist ın better performance of a country against its rivals as 

a reflection of national productivity and standard of living ene, for policy makers to er change 

the ability of new regulations to compete in the business environment rakip and for the 

employer ın a reflection of market share for goods and services that produce at low cost In short, 

there is no definitive definition, which can be accepted by everyone in terms of the concept of 

competitiveness. In this context, the concept of competitiveness should be interpreted according 

to the subject, needs and purpose (Saxena and Lozacınh, 2010: 16).  

 

3. Cluster Studies from Turkey and the World 

Clusters usually emerge spontaneously, while some clusters are formed within the framework 

of state support and clustering policies. For example; developed countries especially Italy, 

Germany, USA and Japan development develops and implements cluster policies. In addition, 

developing countries are implementing policies on clustering. While the goals of each country's 

policies on clustering are different, there are some common goals (Keskin, 2009: 157). 

Silicon Valley, which has an important place in the development of information technologies, 

was the first cluster example that emerged in America and recorded in this field. success has 

soon led to the emergence of clusters in many areas, from food to textile, from construction 

materials to defence industry. The hypothesis of ile convergence em derived from empirical 
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findings in the Silicon Valley example; support for new industry clusters and regional 

specialization of new links between telecommunications, the computer and the media industry 

(Blanc, 2000: 6). Silicon Valley, University, and Scientific The intensity of the research, 

climatic structure of the region, lifestyle (California lifestyle) and flexible thinking structure are 

effective in attracting entrepreneurs. Silicon Valley is an example of clustering in which more 

than 4500 firms are involved, attracting one third of the region's venture capital and forming 

8% of the regional workforce (Sturgeon, 2003: 7-15). 

The California wine cluster is another example of clustering. California wine set 680 

commercial winery and thousands of independent grapes manufacturer. Also included is a 

large-scale complementary industry that supports both winemaking and grape cultivation, 

including vaccination, irrigation and harvesting equipment, barrels and labels, specialist public 

relations and promotional companies, and numerous wine advertisements targeting consumer 

and commercial audience (Porter). , 1998: 122). 

In addition, the Australian (Victoria) Wine Cluster, Australia (Cairns) Tourism and 

Accommodation Cluster, Spain Castellon Ceramic Cluster (Gürsoy, 2008: 11-13), London and 

USA - Wall Street Financial Cluster, Media Clustering in Hoollywood, Tourism in LasVegas 

(Fun-Gambling) cluster is a successful cluster. Detroit and Convery cities in the US and South 

Germany in the automotive industry, France-Paris tourism industry, Japan electronics, Swedish 

financial industry, Norwegian maritime transport, Northern Italy textile and leather products 

field, India-Bangalor Some of the examples of successful clustering in the software industry 

(Keskin, 2009: 157-158).  

From the perspective of Turkey cluster studies, it began in the 1999 earthquake began to heal 

the scars of that period and has been the most common examples of organized industrial zones 

and technoparks. The first pilot study on clustering in Turkey Competitive Advantage of Turkey 

(CAT) was initiated by the group. The CAT group, which was initially a voluntary organization, 

later became a non-governmental organization under the International Competition Research 

Authority (URAK) (Eraslan, vezirconsalting.com). 

In Turkey, as the basis of national cluster policies by developing industry with competitiveness 

and to contribute to the development of the structure competitive to ensure sustainable export 

growth as the ultimate "Development of a National Clustering Policy Project" prepared, 2007 

was introduced officially in March and in March 2009 10 pilot projects roadmap for business 

clusters in Turkey in the context tamamlanmıştır.b were prepared and analyzed as 

hususlardetayl necessary for the development of this pilot clusters. These pilot clusters include 

Mersin Processed Food Cluster, Ankara Software Cluster, Denizli-Usak Home Textile Cluster, 
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Ankara Machine Cluster, Konya Automotive Side Cluster, Mugla Yacht Production and Yacht 

Tourism Cluster, Eskisehir-Bilecik-Kutahya Ceramic Cluster , İzmir Organic Food Business 

The cluster consists of the Manisa Electrical and Electronic Instrumentation Cluster and the 

Marmara Automotive Cluster Cluster (bodto.org). 

The European Union's 2007-2013 budget period, the scope of financial cooperation "Turkey's 

convergence with the European Union and Turkey to contribute to reducing regional disparities 

in social and economic development," the purpose of the Regional Competitiveness Operational 

Program (RCOP) is prepared (sanayi.gov. tr). Clustering analyzes have been performed for 11 

pilot groups within the scope of RCOP and clustering with current status of these 11 clusters. 

The main issues in the field have been introduced. Highlights of the RCOP Kayseri-Furniture, 

Gaziantep-Machine Carpet, Yozgat-Furniture, Trabzon-Woodworking, Samsun-Foreign Trade 

Transactions, Malatya-Apricot, Erzurum-Kars-Winter Tourism, Mardin-Tourism and Corum-

Machine Business clusters (bodto.org). 

 

4. The Effect of Cluster and Innovation on Competitiveness 

In a global competitive environment, small and medium-sized enterprises are seeking new 

policies to increase their competitiveness and to have a voice in world markets. The global 

competition environment further expansion; universities, research institutions, public 

institutions, professional organizations, and even local governments. Management, 2009: 166). 

Clustering is important because it becomes more efficient and innovative when a firm is 

involved in the cluster. However, clusters play an important role in the creation of new job 

opportunities compared to other regions. Clusters, contained within it affect the competitiveness 

of firms in three main ways (Çağlar, 2006: 309). 

These: increase the productivity and productivity of enterprises, promote and develop 

innovation, accelerate the commercialization process. In order to increase the competitiveness 

of the companies by using new products and technology, there should be an environment that 

encourages innovation. Innovation is the source of competitiveness. Innovation in today's 

industries where knowledge is heavily used, rather than prosperity and low cost based on their 

capabilities. In terms of clustering, innovation affects productivity and competitiveness (Özgen, 

2009: 52-60). Innovation provides added value and productivity for countries and increases 

competitiveness, as well as helping to solve global problems (climate change, energy security, 

infectious diseases, poverty, etc.) (Çağlar, 2008). In the environment, there is a specialization 

in technological innovation under the ability to achieve international competitiveness. For this 
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reason, as well as the rapid production and revenue growth of innovation, It is generally 

accepted that it is one of the determinants (Terzioğlu, 2008: 17).  

 

5. Conclusion and Recommendation  

The primary aim of the clusters is the global competitiveness and the sustainability of this 

competition. In this context, the better the export performance of the country, the more 

competitive the global sense. Considering that the condition of providing competitive 

advantage is to produce quality products at low cost, the essence of the subject is efficiency and 

concepts of innovation. The rapidly increasing competition environment and rapidly developing 

technology, the changing rules of global trade, micro-based, the enterprises to be more 

innovative and more efficient. In order to manage change, to be one step ahead of competitors 

in the competitive environment, innovation or innovation based on innovation is very important 

for enterprises to gain competitive advantage. 

In the global competitive environment, competing companies are now replaced by competing 

companies. In this respect, the the company does not have the chance to compete in the long 

term. Therefore clustering The approach is in fact a complement to other regional development 

tools. Supporting regional clusters this will lead to new business opportunities in parallel. This 

situation will increase the entrepreneurship and employment, and in this way, the 

competitiveness of the regions and the countries at the international level is positive where it 

will affect. 
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