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Abstract: 

One of the major problems of Indian society is the inferior 

position accorded to women. They do not enjoy equal status and 

their condition is far from satisfactory. In this article, we have 

tried to cover the condition, status and position of women in a 

different period, viz. Ancient, Medieval, British and Present Time. 

Any assessment of the status of women has to start with the social 

framework, social structures, cultural norms and value systems 

that influence social expectations regarding the behaviour of both 

men and women and determine women’s roles and their position 

in society. A society is composed of many institutions and most 

important of them are the system of decent, family and kinship, 

marriage and religious traditions. They provide the ideology and 

moral basis for men and women about their rights and duties and 

their status and role. 
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A.L. De'Souza says, "Women were denied equal rights in marital, familial, social, 

educational, economic and political fields. They were assigned a subordinate status. The 

marriage ideals, power and authority exercised by the joint-family and caste system combined 

with illiteracy, age-old traditions, seclusion within the four walls of the house, made it 

difficult for them to seek full personality development. They had a scant personal identity and 

few rights. 

 

1. Important constitutional and legal provisions for women in India 

The principle of gender equality is enshrined in the Indian Constitution in its Preamble, 

Fundamental Rights, Fundamental Duties and Directive Principles. The Constitution not only 

grants equality to women but also empowers the State to adopt measures of positive 

discrimination in favour of women. Within the framework of a democratic polity, our laws, 

development policies, Plans and programmes have aimed at women’s advancement in 

different spheres. India has also ratified various international conventions and human rights 

instruments committing to secure equal rights of women. Key among them is the ratification 

of the Convention on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) 

in 1993.  

 

2. Constitutional Provisions 

 The Constitution of India not only grants equality to women but also empowers the State to 

adopt measures of positive discrimination in favour of women for neutralizing the cumulative 

socio-economic, education and political disadvantages faced by them. Fundamental Rights, 

among others, ensure equality before the law and equal protection of the law; prohibits 

discrimination against any citizen on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth, and 

guarantee equality of opportunity to all citizens in matters relating to employment. Articles 

14, 15, 15(3), 16, 39(a), 39(b), 39(c) and 42 of the Constitution are of specific importance in 

this regard.  

 

3. Constitutional Privileges  

(i) Equality before law for women (Article 14) (ii) The State not to discriminate against any 

citizen on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them (Article 15 

(i)) (iii) The State to make any special provision in favour of women and children (Article 15 

(3)) (iv) Equality of opportunity for all citizens in matters relating to employment or 
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appointment to any office under the State (Article 16) (v) The State to direct its policy 

towards securing for men and women equally the right to an adequate means of livelihood 

(Article 39(a)); and equal pay for equal work for both men and women (Article 39(d)) (vi) To 

promote justice, on a basis of equal opportunity and to provide free legal aid by suitable 

legislation or scheme or in any other way to ensure that opportunities for securing justice are 

not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or other disabilities (Article 39 A) (vii) The 

State to make provision for securing just and humane conditions of work and for maternity 

relief (Article 42) (viii) The State to promote with special care the educational and economic 

interests of the weaker sections of the people and to protect them from social injustice and all 

forms of exploitation (Article 46) (ix) The State to raise the level of nutrition and the standard 

of living of its people (Article 47) (x) To promote harmony and the spirit of common 

brotherhood amongst all the people of India and to renounce practices derogatory to the 

dignity of women (Article 51(A) (e)) (xi) Not less than one-third (including the number of 

seats reserved for women belonging to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes) of the 

total number of seats to be filled by direct election in every Panchayat to be reserved for 

women and such seats to be allotted by rotation to different constituencies in a Panchayat 

(Article 243 D(3)) (xii) Not less than one-third of the total number of offices of Chairpersons 

in the Panchayats at each level to be reserved for women (Article 243 D (4)) (xiii) Not less 

than one-third (including the number of seats reserved for women belonging to the Scheduled 

Castes and the Scheduled Tribes) of the total number of seats to be filled by direct election in 

every Municipality to be reserved for women and such seats to be allotted by rotation to 

different constituencies in a Municipality (Article 243 T (3)) (xiv) Reservation of offices of 

Chairpersons in Municipalities for the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and women in 

such manner as the legislature of a State may by law provide (Article 243 T (4))  

 

4. Legal Provisions 

To uphold the Constitutional mandate, the State has enacted various legislative measures 

intended to ensure equal rights, to counter social discrimination and various forms of violence 

and atrocities and to provide support services, especially to working women. Although 

women may be victims of any of the crimes such as 'Murder', 'Robbery', 'Cheating' etc, the 

crimes, which are directed specifically against women, are characterized as 'Crime against 

Women'. These are broadly classified into two categories. (1) The Crimes Identified Under 

the Indian Penal Code (IPC) (i) Rape (Sec. 376 IPC) (ii) Kidnapping & Abduction for 
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different purposes ( Sec. 363-373) (iii) Homicide for Dowry, Dowry Deaths or their attempts 

(Sec. 302/304-B IPC) (iv) Torture, both mental and physical (Sec. 498-A IPC) (v) 

Molestation (Sec. 354 IPC) (vi) Sexual Harassment (Sec. 509 IPC) (vii) Importation of girls 

(up to 21 years of age) (2) The Crimes identified under the Special Laws (SLL) Although all 

laws are not gendered specific, the provisions of law affecting women significantly have been 

reviewed periodically and amendments carried out to keep pace with the emerging 

requirements. Some acts have special provisions to safeguard women and their interests like 

(i) The Family Courts Act, 1954 (ii) The Special Marriage Act, 1954 (iii) The Hindu Marriage 

Act, 1955 (iv) The Hindu Succession Act, 1956 with amendment in 2005 (v) Immoral Traffic 

(Prevention) Act, 1956 (vi) The Maternity Benefit Act, 1961 (Amended in 1995) (vii) Dowry 

Prohibition Act, 1961 (viii) The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 (ix) The 

Contract Labor (Regulation and Abolition) Act, 1976 (x) The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 

(xi) The Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006 (xii) The Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 

1983 (xiii) Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act, 1986 (xiv) Commission of 

Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987 (xv) The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 

2005  

 

5. Special Initiatives for Women  

(i) National Commission for Women : In January 1992, the Government set-up this statutory 

body with a specific mandate to study and monitor all matters relating to the constitutional 

and legal safeguards provided for women, review the existing legislation to suggest 

amendments wherever necessary, etc. (ii) Reservation for Women in Local Self-Government : 

The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Acts passed in 1992 by Parliament ensure one-third of 

the total seats for women in all elected offices in local bodies whether in rural areas or urban 

areas. (iii) The National Plan of Action for the Girl Child (1991-2000): The plan of Action is 

to ensure survival, protection and development of the girl child with the ultimate objective of 

building up a better future for the girl child. National Policy for Children-2013 was adopted 

by the Government of India on 26th April 2013. National Plan of Action for Children 2016 is 

in Draft Format. (iv) National Policy for the Empowerment of Women, 2001: The 

Department of Women & Child Development in the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development has prepared a “National Policy for the Empowerment of Women” in the year 

2001. The goal of this policy is to bring about the advancement, development and 
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empowerment of women. National Policy for the Empowerment of Women, 2016 is in draft 

stage. 

 

6. History of the Status of Women in India 

6.1 Ancient Period
 

The Ancient Indian women enjoyed a comparatively high status during the early Vedic period 

(2000 B.C. to 1000 B.C.), surpassing contemporary civilizations in ancient Greece and Rome. 

The Aryans were mostly busy fighting wars. The condition of Vedic Women was good. 

Women also enjoyed religious status like that of men, especially in Vedic initiation and 

studies. The Rig Veda accorded the highest social status to qualified women of those days. 

Women were appointed to important positions. In that period, marriage was not compulsory. 

It was considered a social and religious duty and was generally undertaken at an advanced 

age. On the whole, during this period the position of women was high. However, the status 

and position of women fell in the later Vedic and epic periods. They were not considered 

equal to men and did not enjoy the same rights and privileges as men. Knowledge of the 

Vedas became limited among women. ‘Manusmriti’, the celebrated ancient law-giver, stated 

that man should enjoy unquestioned supremacy over his wife. He declared that women had no 

right to study the Vedas. Infant marriages and polygamy were established during this period. 

Three instances of “Sati” are recorded in the Ramayana and one in the Mahabharata. Those 

things we found from Hindu ritual. Buddhism and Jainism were at first indifferent towards 

women and Lord Buddha was reluctant to admit women into his faith. Later, women were 

admitted to Buddhism and Jainism.  

 

6.2 Medieval and British Period 

6.2.1 Medieval 

The condition and status of women in India declined with the passage of time. During the 

medieval period, the woman was given a position subordinate to man. Law and religion did 

not recognize the equality and equal rights of man and woman. After Intervention of 

Mughal’s Indian women got another two social evils, Parda and seclusion. Rest of the social 

evils had been prevailing there.   The women’s place was largely regarded as being in the 

home. In short, the role of women was conceived to be one of subservience to her husband, 

who was the master and Controller of the family. However, The Bhakti movement played a 

helpful role. The saints preached equality of the sexes and pleaded for equal opportunities for 
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women. Low status of women, despite outstanding examples: It is true that our history 

recorded instances of outstanding women like Gargi, Maitreyi, Rani Rudrama Devi, Sultana 

Begum Razia, Lakshmi Bai, Mirabai, Ahalyabai Holkar, Nur Jahan, Mehr-un-Nisa, Maham 

Anga, Chand Bibi, and Tarabai who accomplished great feats in the spheres of literature, art, 

philosophy, administration, and even warfare. The above are few of the great Indian women 

of this period. Other names are Jahanara Begum – the partisan of Dara Shikoh, Roshan Ara – 

the partisan of Aurangzeb, Zeb-un-Nisa, the daughter of Aurangzeb and Jija Bai, the mother 

of Shivaji, etc. Jija Bai is considered typical of Indian womanhood. However, these women 

belonged to the royal and aristocratic families of society and hence were free from conditions 

of social disabilities and subjection in which the mass of women lived. Despite such 

outstanding instances, the position, status and condition of women who were poor in India. 

The legal position of Hindu women, especially from the point of view of inheritance, was 

again, generally speaking, unsatisfactory. Polygamy was permissible and legal. Widow-

marriage was prevalent among the non-Brahmins of Maharashtra, as also among the Jats of 

the Punjab and the Jamuna valley. In the middle of the 18th century, social evils increased 

tremendously.  

 

6.2.2 British 

In the latter half of the 18th century, when the British came to India, women's status had 

dropped to the lowest level. It was the worst period in the history of the country because of 

child marriage and Sati system etc. which attracted the attention of the British and social 

reformers. In the beginning of the nineteenth century, the practice of Sati was confined to 

Hooghly, Nadia and Burdwan districts of Bengal, Ghazipur of Uttar Pradesh and Shahabad of 

Bihar. It was also found in other parts of India, but only as a rare phenomenon. The following 

factors could be attributed to the practice of Sati: (1) The position of women in the Hindu 

system, (2) The institution of polygamy, especially among the Kulin Brahmanas, (3) The 

enforced widowhood and austerity, (4) Social convention, (5) The sense of salvation attached 

to the rite, and (6) Antiquity and adoration of the practice. The British had shown interest in 

the abolition of Sati in 1813. The persuasive propaganda techniques failed to prevent the 

occurrence of the practice. The police also did not prove effective. Raja Ram Mohan Roy and 

Lord William Bentinck. took it upon himself to eradicate this social evil. In spite of the strong 

opposition, a historic resolution of great importance was passed on December 14, 1829, 
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Cousin, referring to the status of women at the end of the 19" century, states that the condition 

of the woman was at its lowest point of literacy, of individuality, of health, of social status, of 

freedom of movement, or initiative of the economic status of power. The reasons that are 

responsible for the deterioration of the status of women in India were: (1) patriarchal joint 

family system (2) polygamy (3) Sati system (4) Forced widowhood i.e. denial of the right to 

remarry' after widowhood (5) denial of the right to divorce (6) child marriage and (7) the 

purdah system. Because of child marriages with old men, there was an increase in the number 

of widow. Both child marriage and the purdah custom led to low literacy rate among women. 

Their entry to social, political and religious functions was prohibited.  

 

The British were the first rulers who unified the country as a whole and were liberal in their 

thinking. They believed that rational thinking had to be the basis for all customs and 

institutions and all customs and institutions not so based on reason had to be done away with. 

Society faced significant modifications. The British Government worked slowly and 

succeeded in providing an alternative way of life for those who wanted change, by 

introducing a new type of economy, state structure, and educational system through passing 

new social legislation. For the up liftmen of women in India, several factors were responsible.  

The first one was the direct influence of the British noted for their courtesy towards women; 

the general awakening of Asians in the twentieth century and the political struggle for India's 

independence also gained considerable force to the feminist movement in India. The position 

of girls, women and widows was improved during the British period. They introduced female 

education in India. But the system of child marriage came in the way of the spread of female 

education. Hence in 1929, they passed the child-marriage Restraint Act. This Act restricted 

the evils of early marriages and increase in the number of girl widows. The Act not only 

prohibited the solemnization of child-marriages but also raised the minimum age for marriage 

of girls to 14 and of boys 18 years. This Act of 1929 was also known as the Sarda Act. 

Besides removing the evils of child marriage, it promoted female education. This led to the 

improvement in the position of the daughter.  

The familial social status of the wife also improved during the British period because of the 

rise in female education and the rise in the age of marriage. The Hindu Women's Right of 

separate Residence and Maintenance Act of 1946 enabled Hindu wives to claim maintenance 

even without having judicial separation under certain circumstances. Women acquired a new 

social status because of social legislation called the Civil Indian Marriage Act, 1872. 
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However, the widow was ill-treated by her in-laws and kinsmen as the virtual destroyer of her 

husband. She was never allowed to appear cheerful or wear bright clothes or ornaments. She 

had to trudge along day and night and was the victim of all kinds of insolence by other 

women of the household including servants. The tragedy became all the more poignant if the 

widow happened to be the child. Therefore, in order to improve her lot, the British passed the 

Hindu Widows Remarriage Act, 1856. This Act was enacted to remove all the legal barriers 

to re-marriage of Hindu widows. 

Later, these widows had to suffer because they had no property of their own. To improve the 

economic condition of the women the Hindu Women's Right to Property Act 1937 was 

passed. According to Section 3 of the Act, on the death of a Hindu male, not only his son 

would succeed but also his widow and the widow of the predeceased son. By this Act, a 

widow got the right to claim partition and a right of enjoyment of that property during her 

lifetime. Though she was made a limited owner of her husband's property, she was freed from 

depending on other members of her husband's family for food and other necessary 

requirements.  

 

6.3 Effort of Eminent Personalities  

Along with this governmental activities’, Annie Besant, in 1917 promoted women's education 

through Indian Association. In 1920 the Federation of University of Women was established 

and in 1925 National Council of Women started. Great personalities like Raja Ram Mohan 

Roy, the founder of Brahma Samaj , Ishwarchand Vidyasagar, as the founder of Arja Samaj, 

Dayanand Saraswati, Keshub Chandra Sen, Gopal Krishna Gokhale Ramkrishna Paramhansa, 

Swami Vivekanand, Byraamajai Malabari, Pandita Ramabai and others tried to bring about 

unprecedented awakening among women who were downtrodden and had been oppressed for 

centuries. The familial, social and legal position of the Hindu women greatly improved during 

the British period, as compared to the Muslim period. Although a small section of women 

took advantage of these measures and privileges given, their initiation was indeed significant. 

During India's struggle for independence, thousands of women took part under the leadership 

of Mahatma Gandhi, Sarojini Naidu, Vijayalaxmi Pandit and Kasturba Gandhi. Gill has 

rightly observed about the achievements with regard to the status of women during the British 

period that if a person who died a hundred years ago comes to life today, the first and most 

important change which would strike him is the revolution in the position of women. 
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During the British rule, several changes were made in the socioeconomic structure of our 

society. During this period some substantial progress was made in eliminating inequalities 

between men and women in matters of education, employment, social and political rights. 

Industrialization, urbanization, the spread of education and social movements were some of 

the important aspects of change which affected the status of women in various ways. Due to 

the development in this field of transport and communication, not only new roles have 

emerged but also new social norms and values have emerged. Education which has been 

identified as the major instrument for raising the status of women was started during the 

British period. After the Bhakti movement, the Christian Missionaries took interest in the 

education of girls. A girl’s school was started for the first time in Bombay in 1824. The 

Hunter Commission too emphasized on the need for female education in 1881. The Calcutta, 

Bombay and Madras universities did not permit admission to girls up to 1875. After 1882 

girls were allowed to go for higher education. Maharshi Karve took up the problems of widow 

remarriage and education of women. He established SNDT Women’s University in 

Maharashtra in 1916. Swami Vivekananda, Swami Dayananda Saraswati, Annie Besant and 

Mahatma Gandhi also took interests in the social and political rights of women.  

 

7. Present Socio-Economic Status of Women in India 

On the basis of above discussion, it may be concluded that the present status of women in 

India is satisfying. Women in Modern India the Constitution of India has provided equal 

rights and status to both men and women. The number of women participating in the Public 

and Social life of the country is far greater today than it was in the past. Women in greater 

numbers are occupying responsible posts as scientists, doctors, educationists, artists, 

legislators, ministers and governors, etc. Women are now employed even in sectors which 

were earlier regarded as a male line of work, like pilots, para-military, and security agencies. 

They have taken to physically arduous filed like, police, armed forces and other adventurous 

occupations, thereby, doing away with the myth that, they belong to a weaker category. Life 

of a nuclear family of the present times has become a more co-operative venture. Many of the 

more important family decisions as well as the assertion of parental authority are taken by the 

mother. But it is only one side of the coin. The actual position is somewhat different. With 

rapid urbanization and industrialization of the country, exploitation of women in recent years 

has been a serious menace to our society. Notwithstanding the multiplication of legislation in 

various fields with a view to improve the social, political and economic conditions of women, 
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even the ancient forms of victimization, child marriage and premature consummation 

resulting in early and dangerous pregnancies, female infanticide, illegal abortions, dowry 

deaths, rape, eve-teasing and various other forms of molestation of women still continue. In 

fact, since the passing of the Dowry Prohibition Act and even after several amendments to the 

I.P.C, Cr.P.C. and the Evidence Act, dowry deaths are on the increase. Under the Hindu 

Succession Act, parents make will depriving daughters. Though bigamy is an offence, the rate 

of desertion by husbands and illegal second marriage is on the increase. The advancement of 

reproduction technology has brought in the new phenomenon of female feticide. One study 

revealed that nearly hundred percent of the aborted fetuses were females. The condition of 

elderly women is also not satisfactory especially those of widows. She has to learn to run the 

house and raise her children. If she does not earn, her condition is even worse. If the widow 

has no issues, she has to work hard as a maidservant in her husband's relations who might 

have taken her in and is totally dependent, for all her needs, on others. She has neither 

economic security nor a say in decisions concerning her. Families still believe that once a 

daughter is given away in marriage, she cannot be given away again to another person. Hence, 

widow remarriage, tough sanctioned by Hindu Widows Remarriage Act of 1856, seldom 

takes place and is discouraged. 

Thus we see that the condition of an Indian woman is still shocking. The life of women in 

India is surrounded by violence, neglect and exploitation. The incidence of Bride burning is 

happening everywhere in our country these days and the number is increasing alarmingly. 

Even the educated urban and well-informed women are exposed to such events. The 

Committee on the Status of Women in India rightly concludes that "the entire exercise of our 

committees has indicated that in certain important areas and for certain sections of the female 

population, there has been repression from the normative attitudes developed during the 

freedom movement. Even after the promulgation of the laws legal measures, the protection 

enjoyed by the large masses from exploitation and injustice is negligible. Though women 

don't numerically constitute a minority, they are beginning to acquire the features of a 

minority community by the recognized dimensions of inequality of class, economic status, 

social position and political power. The chasm between the values of a new social order 

proclaimed by the constitution and the realities of contemporary Indian society as far as 

women's rights are concerned remains as great as at the time of independence.  

 

 



International Journal of Social, Political and Economic Research, Volume 4, Issue 1, 2017, 1-15 

 

 

© Hassan, Mahamudul & Asmudeen, Abdullah, (2017), “Socio-Economic and Political Status of Women: 

Understanding the Indian Context” 

Page: 11 

8. Exploitation of Women 

A woman in Indian society has been a victim of humiliation, torture and exploitation. There 

are many episodes like rape, murder, dowry, burning, wife beating and discrimination in the 

socio-economic and educational fields. Indian society is dominated by men, hence women are 

a victim of male domination in the respective sphere of life; especially in economic life, for 

instance, over decision-making on resources, on the utilization of her earnings and on her 

body. Hence a woman’s life lies between pleasures at one end and danger at another end. In 

daily life, women are routinely defined by sex and they are potential victims of kidnapping 

and rape.  

The human species has made significant progress in several spheres of life. But man has not 

grown enough to overcome the self-made mental slavery to the laws of the jungle. Since time 

immemorial the laws of physical strength thrives at the expense of the weak and has made 

women the primary under-dogs of an exploitative society. In the lower socio-economic level 

of society, women do more hazardous manual labour than men. Women do more than half the 

agricultural works in India. Still, men are considered to be the “breadwinners”. This sense of 

women being inferior is passed on from one generation through psychological conditioning.  

The most widespread and de-humanizing discriminations and assault against women are on 

the psychological level. The female psyche is being crushed at the very childhood. The female 

psyche is brutalized long before bodily violence is inflicted on her. They are conditioned to 

accept inferior positions in society. Society, through a process of conditioning, creates in girls 

at home and in school certain thinking patterns, which ascribed to the female sex an inferior 

status. Besides, society gradually trains them to make this value system their own. Usually, 

baby girls are given bangles, anklets etc. thus communicating a sense of fragility. Another 

result of the social conditioning is that man either as a father; brother or husband considers 

women as a socioeconomic gift of his household.  

 

9. The Vulnerability of Women  

9.1 Poverty 

The condition of women is more miserable in the rural India with respect to various socio-

economic aspects. a) Poverty Rural poverty is one of the important characteristics of India 

and nearly 45 percent of rural people are below poverty line. Most of them are just surviving 

with day-to-day earnings. If we take International poverty line (2017) into consideration in 

India there were one in five Indians is poor. Eighty percentages of poor lives in rural area, 
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under such circumstances, within the family, the worst sufferers are needless to say women 

and girl children. For this category of women, neither credit nor skill training is accessible. 

Better health care and higher educational opportunities are far reaching dreams for their 

children and there is no need to say about the status of girl child in such families. She (girl 

child) is treated as a “silent lamb” born to suffer all evils in the male-dominated society. So 

far much has not been done for this vulnerable sub-culture of the society. 

 

9.2 Violence  

Indian society has been bound by culture and tradition since ancient times. The patriarchal 

system and the gender stereotypes in the family and society have always shown a preference 

for the male child. Sons were regarded as a means of social security and women remained 

under male domination. Due to her subordinated position, she has suffered years of 

discrimination, exploitation and subjugation. She became the victim of several evils like child 

marriage, polygamy, Purdah system, female infanticide, forced pregnancy, rape etc. In such 

incidents/recorded cases surprisingly, mother-in-law is also taking an active part (forgetting 

the fact that they are also women and sometime back they also played daughter-in-law role). 

This discrimination and violence against women had an effect on the sex ratio in India also 

(Table 2.1). The main causes of violence are unequal power-relations, gender discrimination, 

patriarchy, and economic dependence of women, dowry, and low moral values, negative 

portrayal of women’s image in media, no participation in decision-making, gender stereotypes 

and a negative mindset. The Hindustan Times, New Delhi (September 10, 2017) reported, 

Delhi is not only the rape capital of India; it has now taken lead in all types of crimes against 

women. As against 135 cases (number of atrocities against women at the hands of their 

husbands and relatives) reported in 2013, the figure jumped to more than per day 100 in 

2014.Crime records compiled for 30 megacities in December 2016 by National Crime 

Records Bureau, shows that Delhi accounts for 30.5 percent of the total crime against 

women”. If such is the magnitude of domestic violence against women in Delhi, the capital 

city of India, it would not be surprising if the situation is worse in other areas. The 

information Brochure published by SWAYAN, an NGO, has shown that in 1994 there was a 

rape every 42 minutes, a molestation every 22 minutes, a dowry death every 106 minutes and 

a criminal offence every five minutes ─ all that does not include the innumerable cases that 

go unreported. Data of 2014 also reveals that every hour there is a case of one sexual 

harassment, one dowry death, two rapes, four molestation and six cases of cruelty by husband 
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and his relatives. Dr. Brenda Gael Mcsweeney, UN Resident coordinator has rightly 

remarked: ─ “we must ask ourselves when the female half of the world is living with the daily 

threat of physical violence or mental violence, are we truly free?” 

 

9.3 Economic Exploitation  

On the world level, women and girls together carry two-thirds of the burden of the world’s 

work yet receive only a tenth of the world’s income. They form 40 percent of the paid labour 

force. Though women constitute half of the world’s population yet they own less than one 

percent of the world’s property (UNDP Human Development Report 1995). According to UN 

Report (2005): women constitute half the world’s population, perform nearly two-thirds of its 

work hours, receive one-tenth of the world’s income and own less than one-hundredth of the 

world’s property‟.  

The condition of women in India is more miserable in every field of social life. They are paid 

half of the three-quarters of the money while their male counterparts earn for the same job. In 

India a predominantly agricultural country, women do more than half of the total agricultural 

work. But their work is not valued. On an average, a woman works 15 to 16 hours a day 

unpaid at home and underpaid outside.  

According to National Committee of Women, the growth in the percentage of women labour 

force in the organized sector is minimal in the last sixty years i.e. 3.44 percent in 1911 to 

17.35 percent in 1971; besides, the workload either in the field or in the factories or offices, 

the women have to do the household such as cooking, washing, cleaning up the house etc. 

The younger women, besides all these, have to carry the burden of early pregnancy, childbirth 

and breastfeeding. In terms of help offered to people for their various functions women seem 

to receive the least attention from the society.  

The status of women is intimately connected with their economic status, which in turn, 

depends upon rights, roles and opportunity for the participation in economic activities. The 

economic status of women is now accepted as an indicator of a society’s stage of 

development. However, all development does not result in improving women’s economic 

activities. The pattern of women’s activities are affected by prevailing social ideology and are 

also linked with the stage of economic development. 
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9.4 Educational Deprivation  

In India, the literacy rate of women is much lower than men because boys receive more 

schooling than girls. T.P. Sechan says that there are parts of India where the literacy rate of 

women today is as low as 3 percent. So stark is the gender inequality in India that it is one of 

the 43 countries in the world where male literacy rates are at least 15 percent higher than 

female rates. Educational deprivation is intimately associated with poverty. The UNICEF 

Executive Director Mr. Carol Bellamy says; “No country has ever emerged from poverty 

without giving priority to education.”(Indian Currents, 13 June 2004).  

However, modest improvement is gradually coming up in the educational level of women. 

After independence, many steps have been taken to improve a lot of women. Many laws have 

also been passed. A National Commission for Women was set up to act as a watchdog on the 

matters concerning women in 1992. Many programmes in the areas of education, health and 

employment have been initiated for development of women, rural as well as urban. As a 

result, literacy rates are going up and fertility rates coming down. Universalisation of 

education, elimination of drop- out from schools, promotion of Balwadi‟s and Crèches, Girls 

Hostels, Technical Institutions for women and distinct emphasis on health, nutrition and 

family welfare programmes etc. are some such initiatives. 

 

10. Socio-demographic statuses of women  

The ratio of female to male population in India has been low. As per Census data, the sex 

ratio of women to per thousand men is as given below: 

Year Sex Ratio 

1901 927 

1951 946 

1961 641 

1971 930 

1981 933 

1991 927 

2001 933 

2017 945 

Table: sex ratio of women to per thousand men year 

 

In the above table, it is clear that the ratio of female to male population in India has been low 

for a long time and this has been declining since 1901. According to 1991 census, it declined 
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sharply again and touched the lowest ever recorded 927. The growing female infanticide in 

the rural India might be a cause for this. But the 2001 census shows the modest increase (933) 

which is a good sign but nothing in comparison to 946 of 1951 census. In, 2017 it’s showing 

945. that also less than 1951. The census 2001 comes up with an alarm of the sharp decline in 

sex ratio among the children in the zero-six age group. In this category the country’s sex ratio 

decline from 945 (1901) to 927 (2001). 

 

11. Conclusion  

The review of the status of women in India tells the story of a fall in the status of women to an 

abysmally low position from a relatively high status and nobility of the Vedic times. The fall 

in status has led to a socio-economic and religious-cultural deprivation of women. From the 

womb to tomb women are victims of violence and deprivation. The vulnerability of women in 

rural India and is worse compared to all India levels. Of course, there are certain initiatives in 

the country, especially after the Independence towards raising the status of women. However, 

there are miles to go in order to reach the goal of gender equality.  
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1. Introduction  

Effective decentralization is an element of good governance and an expression of democratic 

practice. It is also a prerequisite for effective and efficient public administration. It is 

recognized that elected local authorities, alongside national and regional authorities, are key 

actors in democratic governance and administration. Local Government is a government 

which organized locally. Historically, local government was always there in Bengal. Only its 

forms differed from age to age. The ancient and medieval governments of Bengal were 

heavily dependent on village institutions, which made the structure of the local government. 

The village society was left to itself for its own governance. The king remained contented 

with its share in produce in the form of tax. There were state-sponsored institutions, such as 

village headmen and village councils of many denominations. These were instituted for 

double purposes: to collect tax and to keep the people together for keeping production going 

and for keeping the kingdom happy and prosperous. Local Governments also have a particular 

role to play in the effort to increase the participation in public affairs by excluded and 

marginalized communities and sections of society. Local authorities should be entitled to 

define appropriate forms of popular participation and civic engagement in decision-making 

and in fulfillment of their function of community leadership. This may include special 

provisions for the representation of the socially and economically weaker sections of society, 

ethnic and gender groups and other minorities. 

 

2. Objective of the Study  

It seems that the problems of local government in Bangladesh are primarily structural in as 

much as they are product of the structural anomalies in the body politics arising out of past 

federal heritage as against a unitary present. Accordingly, the objective of this study is 

delineating the bellow;  

 

 To investigate the existing problems of rural self-government system of Bangladesh, 

particularly regarding to its structure and structural-functional problems.  

 To explore the historical background of colonial administrative pattern and its impact 

on existing local government system. 

 To know the existing pattern of problems, functions and its dysfunctions in local self-

government system. 
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3. Methodology of the Study 

This study primarily is an empirical one to analyze the existing structure and functions of 

rural local self-government system in Bangladesh and its relations with the central 

government. The field research has been undertaken under a preliminary survey study. Both 

primary and secondary sources have been used for this study. Interviews were conducted 

based on pre-tested structured interview schedule. Primary data has been collected from seven 

union parishads in four Upazilas from two divisions in Bangladesh and respondent was 42 

respectively. I took the respondent randomly in every union parishads. Table depicts that— 

  

Union Parishad Upazila Parishad District Division 

Golapgonj, Binodnagar Nawabgonj Dinajpur Rangpur 

Sotogram, Moricha Birgonj 

Bijaypur, Kalibari  Sadar (South) Comilla Chittagong 

Madhaiya Chandina 

 

For this study, secondary data were collected from review of the available literature on local 

self-government to get relevant information. The secondary materials were basically- official 

documents, government policies and acts, statistical reports of NGOs, research studies and 

newspaper clippings. 

 

4. Limitations of the Study 

Any social research dealing with human sciences is confronted with a variety of obstacles. 

During the study some respondents were hesitant and some were reluctant to answer certain 

issues like income, expenditure, rights, health facilities and access, violence etc. After 

persuasion of the discussion and explanation they personated me to carry out the 

conversation. 

 

5. History of Local Government in Bangladesh   

The institution of Local Government (LG) in Bangladesh goes back a long way. The origin of 

the existing local government institution can be traced back to the demand for self-

government in British India. Initially, local government was developed by the British to 

maintain law and order in the rural areas with the help of local elite backed by local police. 

The local elites were to be nominated in the local government institutions from among those 
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who were trusted by the colonial authority. The British rulers institutionalized this system to 

perpetuate their political, economic and administrative ends and colonial extortion. In 1870, 

they introduced 'Choukidary Panchayet as the local government institution. This system was 

later changed and renamed in different regimes from the British  to present Bangladesh as 

three-tier Union Committee (1885), two-tier Union Board (1919), four-tier Union Council 

(1959), and Union Parishad (1973) (Shafi, et.al, 2001: 3). After 1973, Union Parishad became 

the lowest unit of local government in Bangladesh. 

There are two distinct kinds of local government institutions in Bangladesh – one for rural 

and another for urban areas. The local government in the rural areas represents a hierarchical 

system comprising three tiers: Union Parishad, Upazilla Parishad and Zilla Parishad while the 

urban local government consists of Pourashavas and Municipal Corporation. The following 

are the various decentralization strategies and developments in the local government system 

after 1971: 

 

5.1 Mujib Period (1972 - 1975) 

Mujib paid more attention to national than local issues. Although the Union Parishad 

(Council) was designed as a decentralized body of local government and the election in 1973 

was to ensure grassroots democracy, the Awami League did not hold elections to the higher 

level councils, nor did it take any measures to devolve authority to any of them. There was a 

substantial lacking of political and behavioral support among Awami League leaders for 

democratizing the system of governance. It was manifested when Sheikh Mujib abolished the 

parliamentary system altogether, introduced presidential rule under one-party rule known as 

BAKSAL, along with the 'governor system' introduced at the district level. After the 

independence in 1971, the Awami League government, headed by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, 

brought the following reforms in the local government.  

        1) The system of basic democracies was abolished and government bodies carried over 

from the days prior to independence were dissolved. 

         2) Public officials were authorized to form committees at different tiers of government 

to fill the void created by the termination of some government bodies. The committees 

created for the interim, perform local functions. 

         3) District governorship introduced in 1973. This provided for a three-tier system with a 

directly elected Union Parishad (Council), a Thana development committee under the control 

of the sub-divisional officer and Zila Parishad under the control of deputy commissioner.  
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         4) Union councils were elected but were not able to function effectively due to the coup 

in 1975. 

 

5.2 Ziaur Rahman’s Period (1975- 1981) 

In August 1975, Major General Ziaur Rahman seized all power as the Chief Martial Law 

Administrator. Nevertheless, Gen. Zia played a critical role in reviving the local government 

institutions in the country. The Local Government Ordinance 1976, promulgated by Zia, 

created Gram Sbaha (village councils) in an attempt to decentralize government down to the 

village level. In 1980, two years after General Zia became the elected president, all the Gram 

Sbahas were transformed into Gram Sarkar (village government) in each of the 68000 villages 

of Bangladesh. The Gram Sarkar was a body consisting of gram pradhan (village executive) 

and 11 elected members representing different classes of the village. The Gram Sarkar was a 

mini-government which could undertake planning and promotional programs.  

The reforms initiated by Zia were different from the earlier policies of decentralization. The 

bureaucracy was given a free hand to control the local councils once again. These bodies of 

local government remained as the deconcentrated form of decentralization. The only 

exceptions were the Union Parishads and Gram Sarkars. The Gram Sarkar had many 

characteristics common to those of Mawhood model of decentralization. Although for the first 

time in Bangladesh, the Gram Sarkar provided for an equality of representation to various 

functional interests, many argue that implicit objectives of the reform package of 

decentralization during Zia's period was to gain direct political support for the military regime 

in its process of civilianization (Hossain, 1989). 

 

5.3 Ershad’s Period (1982- 1990) 

After Zia assassinated by a military coup d'etat in 1981, the Gram Sarkar was abolished by the 

new military regime of Ershad, which seized power in March 1982. In his first year of office, 

Ershad initiated the reform measures to decentralize the administration through the abolition 

of former subdivisions and upgraded the Thanas into Upazillas (sub-district). In hundreds of 

public meetings in the beginning of reform, Ershad and his associates of the Upazilla model 

pronounced that improving access and promoting participation were the primary goals of their 

reform. In contravention of this pledge to the nation, the military regime exploited every 

possible opportunity to weaken the democratic forces in the country and strengthened the 
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autocratic bureaucracy. The political history of Bangladesh was repeated in the 1980s as the 

Upazilla was politicized in favor of the ruling military regime the way Pakistan's dictator 

Ayub Khan used the system of Basic Democracies in the 1960s, and the Gram Sarkar of the 

1970s. 

 

5.4 Khaleda Zia's Period (1991- 1996) 

It took Prime Minister Khaleda Zia only a few months after she came to power to abolish the 

Upazilla Parishad and reinstate the previous bureaucracy-dominated thana administration by 

promulgating the Local Government (Upazilla Parishad and Upazilla Administration 

Reorganization) (Repeal) Ordinance, 1991. In June 1992, a cabinet division resolution was 

passed to replace the Upazilla Parishad with Thana administration. Khaleda Zia’s decision to 

depoliticize the Upazilla system was also due to the fact that her party Bangladesh Nationalist 

Party (BNP) had only a handful of chairmen in the Upazilla of the country. Since BNP had 

not taken part in the first Upazilla election in 1985. In the second Upazilla election in 1990, 

BNP was placed at the 5th position getting only 24 Upazilla (out of 460) under its control. 

However, the abolition of the Upazilla is seen as a victory of the bureaucrats whose plan 

during this crucial period was to exploit the changed political situation to their own benefit. 

Ironically, the democratically elected government of Khaleda Zia indulged in anti-democratic 

practices with regard to decentralization. 

Begum Zia, who failed to provide any new form of local government during her regime, is 

criticized for the persistent crisis in governance. The local government institutions have 

become weak. The NGO's effective intervention rendered the local government institutions 

purposeless since they failed to perform. The rural people apparently getting more resources 

from the foreign funded NGOs seemed to have distanced themselves from local government. 

 

5.5 Sheikh Hasina's Period (1996-2001) 

When Bangladesh Awami League came to power in 1996, it constituted a Local Government 

Commission and came up with a Report on Local Government Institutions Strengthening in 

May 1997. The Commission had recommended a four-tier local government structure 

including Gram/Palli (Village) Parishad, Union Parishad, Thana/Upazilla Parishad and Zila 

(District) Parishad. While local government bodies' exercised some degree of local autonomy, 

the central Government or a higher body in the administrative hierarchy of the state closely 

supervised them. Westergard (2000) observes that, ‘like the previous local government 
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systems, the local bodies are controlled by the central government in all aspects.’ Mujeri and 

Singh, in their study on the impact of decentralization in Bangladesh, describe the patron-

client relationship existing between the national and local governments. According to them, 

‘the territorial jurisdiction, functions and revenue/expenditure patterns of different tiers of the 

local government is determined by central legislation and their activities are guided and 

supervised largely by departments/agencies of the central government.’ 

 

5.6 Begum Khaleda Zia’s Period (2001-2006) 

The government, after assuming power in 2001, initiated a change in local government 

structure. Gram Sarkar instead of Gram Parishad has been introduced, which has recently 

been legislated. These bodies will be created at the Ward levels. Each Gram Sarkar will 

represent one or two villages comprising about 3,000 people on an average. The UP member 

elected from the Ward will be the Chairman of the GS, which will have other members -- both 

males and female -- elected in a general meeting of the voters of the Ward under the 

supervision of a 'prescribed/ directing authority'. There are defined functions of the GS and 

other functions may be assigned to it as may be determined by the government from time to 

time. GS’s will have the right to constitute issue-based standing committees as and when 

required, and determine the membership of such committees. The way the GS Act has been 

passed and its members selected in each ward, has been criticized by every strata of society. It 

is obvious that this has been done for strengthening the power base of ruling BNP in the rural 

areas.  

The local government bodies had never been independent in Bangladesh, ‘self-governing’ 

bodies in the true sense of the term. They could simply be labeled as an extension of the 

central government with guided and limited local participation. Consequently, local 

governments have always been institutionally and financially weak, poorly managed and 

lacked social and political credibility. The importance and significance of earlier reform 

efforts with regard to local government lie in their contribution towards some incremental 

strengthening of the system. However, there is a consensus that the issues should be taken 

into consideration in future attempt to reform the local government institutions and reorganize 

them to make truly decentralized, institutionally effective, financially viable, participatory, 

gender sensitive, transparent and accountable. 
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6. Constitutional and Legal Basis of Local and Local Self-Government  

In any democratic polity, local government is given legal recognition either by an act of 

Parliament or by incorporation of relevant provisions in the Constitution (Khan,1996: 1). 

Bangladesh's Constitution of 1972 clearly spelt out the legal basis and responsibilities of local 

government. Article 59, Chapter III of the Constitution states that, 'Local government in every 

administrative unit of the Republic shall be entrusted to bodies composed of persons elected 

in accordance with law’. Article 60 of the Constitution states 'for the purpose of giving full 

effect to the provision of article fifty nine, Parliament shall, by law, confer powers on the 

local government bodies referred to in that article including power to impose taxes for local 

purposes, to prepare their budgets and to maintain funds (Constitution of People's Republic of 

Bangladesh, as modified up to 30th of November, 1998). It is necessary to mention the 

constitutional and legal basis of the local government of Bangladesh because if the duties and 

responsibilities of the local government institutions are not demarcated by the Constitution or 

by the act of the parliament, or if there is no scope for the government to decentralize powers 

to elect local bodies, it is difficult to devolve powers. It is evident that the legal basis of the 

local government is clearly spelt out in the Constitution and the Article 59, Chap III has 

ensured the devolution of power to local government bodies. 

 

7. Functions and Responsibilities of Local-Self bodies 

Wards have been given a variety of functions and duties which relate to the removal or waste 

and sewage, maintaining canals, drains and dams; assistance in managing health centers, 

schools; and project supervision. The functions and duties of VDCs are much wider. VDCs 

have been envisaged to carry out agricultural development; arrange for bazaars, veterinary 

services and 

animal disease control; provide drinking water; build and maintain rural roads and bridges; 

establish primary schools; supervise and manage schools within the area; provide adult 

education; irrigation; soil erosion programmes and river control; electricity generation; 

community buildings; land-utilization plans; operate and maintain heath posts; forestation and 

environmental protection; preservation of tourist sites and religious places; record keeping of 

population, houses, land and livestock; birth and death registration; works to control natural 

calamities; control immoral activities; and promote income generation. In terms of social 

protection, VDCs have the responsibility for the helpless, orphan and disabled children; the 

upliftment of women within the village; and the protection of girls and women. The VDCs 
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and Municipalities are also the primary institution responsible for development activities. 

They should formulate annual development plans, collect objective data and prepare a 

resource map of the area, undertake feasibility studies, select, monitor and evaluate projects, 

and coordinate with NGOs. The legal responsibilities of Municipalities include those of 

VDCs, and extend beyond that commensurate to urban needs and generally higher resource 

levels. 

  

8. Findings of the Study: 

8.1 Occupation of the Respondents 

 

Category of the Respondents Number of Respondents Percentage 

Chairman 7 16.7 

Secretary 7 16.7 

Male UP Member 14 33.3 

Female UP Member 7 16.7 

Village Police 7 16.7 

Total 42 100 

Source: Field Study, June--November, 2014 

 

The table enunciates that among the local administration 7 Chairmen are respondents (16.7% 

of all), 7 are secretaries (16.7% of all), 14 respondents are male UP Members (33.3% of all), 7 

female Up Members (16.7% of all) and 7 village polices (16.7% of all). I have selected them 

as respondents because of showing the representativeness in my study. As my study areas are 

seven unions from two Divisions, I studied the people from administration that were 

proportionately distributed. 

 

8.2 Age of the Respondents 

 

Age Respondents  Percentage 

35-39 14 33.3 

40-44 21 50.0 

45-49 7 16.7 

Total 42 100 

Source: Field Study, June--November, 2014 
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The table exemplifies the age categories of the respondents where I found 33.3% respondents 

are in age group 35-39; 50% respondents belong in 40-44 age groups; and 16.7% respondents 

are in the age group of 45-49. Here, I can see that more than half of the respondents are in 

matured age group that is really needed for these types of position. 

 

8.3 Sex of the Respondents  

 

Sex Category Respondents  Percentage 

Male 34 81.0 

Female 8 19.0 

Total 42 100 

Source: Field Study, June--November, 2014 

 

From the table it is found that among the respondents male are the most dominant,  

Which contains 81% and only 19% are female.  As I have taken seven Union Parishads from 

two Divisions, it quite natural that the number of female respondents would be 7.  

 

8.4 Occupation of the Respondents 

  

Occupation Respondents  Percentage 

Businessman 6 14.3 

Teacher 6 14.3 

Small businessman 10 23.8 

Carpenter 3 7.1 

Farmer 14 33.3 

Housewife 3 7.1 

Total 42 100 

Source: Field Study, June--November, 2014 

 

The table demonstrates that majority of the respondents are farmer and businessman 

considering 33.3% and 23.8% individually. Teacher and small businessman contain the 

similar percentage of 14.3, and only 7.1% respondents are carpenter and housewives 

respectively. 
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8.5 Education level of the Respondents 

 

Education level Respondents  Percentage 

Primary 21 50.0 

SSC 10 23.8 

HSC 3 7.1 

B.A. 4 9.5 

M.A. 4 9.5 

Total  42 100 

Source: Field Study, June--November, 2014 

 

As per education level, the table delve into that 50% respondents are in primary level; 23.8% 

are in SSC level. Respondents with the education level HSC contain 7.1% and only 9.5% 

respondents have B.A and M.A. level of education. The literacy status is not satisfactory at 

all.   

 

8.6 Monthly Income of the Respondents 

  

Monthly Income Respondents  Percentage 

1500-1999 4 9.5 

2000-2499 5 11.9 

2500-2999 3 7.1 

3000-3499 10 23.8 

3500-4999 8 19.0 

5000-6999 5 11.9 

7000+ 7 16.7 

Total  42 100 

Source: Field Study, June--November, 2014 

 

From the table I found that, highest percentage (23.8%) of the respondents’ monthly income 

in between Tk. 300-3499. Respondents with monthly income Tk.1500-1999 are 9.5%. 11.9% 

respondents have the similar income level i.e. Tk. 200-2499. Only 7.1% respondents have the 

income level up to Tk. 3000 and the highest income level (7000+) respondents are about 17%. 
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8.7 What type of duties you carry out for the government and people? 

(Multiple response) 

 

Duties to govt. and people Respondents Percentage 

VGF Card distribution 40 95.2 

VGD Card distribution 41 97.6 

Sanitation Improvement 27 64.3 

Child marriage prevention 23 54.8 

Road-Culvert construction 31 73.8 

Illiteracy eradication 35 83.3 

Consciousness about education 39 92.9 

Health consciousness 40 95.2 

Awareness against dowry 29 69.0 

Agriculture improvement  26 61.9 

Total  42 100 

Source: Field Study, June--November, 2014 

 

This table is composed to multiple responses of the respondents regarding the duties toward 

government and people. Among the respondents 95% are involve in VGF card distribution 

and health consciousness program. Some respondents (83% and 93% respectively) said that 

they worked on illiteracy eradication and consciousness about education as their 

administrative and moral duties. 98% are involved with VGD card distribution, 64% are 

involved in sanitation improvements; and 69% and 62% are taking the duties about making 

awareness against dowry as well as in agriculture improvements respectively. The percentage 

of the respondents engaged in child marriage prevention is (55%) and road-culvert 

construction (74%).      

 

8.8 What kind of problem you face to do the work in your locality? 

(Multiple response) 

 

Types of problem Respondents  Percentage 

Pressure of local MP 26 61.9 

Non-cooperation of local administration 16 38.1 

Inadequate manpower  31 73.8 

Non-cooperation of people 17 40.5 
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Local Terrorism  13 31.0 

Insufficient amount of Budget 40 95.2 

Total  42 100 

Source: Field Study, June--November, 2014 

 

From the table it is seen that pressure of local MP, inadequate manpower and insufficient 

amount of budget are largely responsible to create a problem to do the work in their locality, 

which contains 95%, 74% and 62% respectively. 38% respondents said that non-cooperation 

of local administration create problem for their work. Other responses like non-cooperation of 

people, local terrorism contain lower percentage, but it is significant for this study to get a 

full-fledged idea.  

 

8.9 Do you have access to all facilities given by the government? 

             

Access to all facilities Respondents  Percentage 

Yes 19 45.2 

No 23 54.8 

Total 42 100 

Source: Field Study, June--November, 2014 

 

Table described that among the all respondents, 55% have no access to all facilities whereas 

45% have access to all facilities. But the question is why most of the respondents said they 

did not get the all facilities- the answer regarding this question is very vivid to all. They said it 

for the nepotism and corruption.  

 

8.10 What kind of success you already have achieved during your period? 

(Multiple response) 

 

Types of  Success  Respondents  Respondents  

Child marriage prevention 29 69.0 

Education awareness 17 40.5 

Health awareness 36 85.7 

Awareness about Dowry 40 95.2 

Agriculture improvement 26 61.9 
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Ensure safe drinking water and 

sanitation 33 78.6 

Total  42 100 

Source: Field Study, June--November, 2014 

 

The table provides that 95% respondents achieved success to create awareness against dowry 

and 85% respondents are capable to make the awareness about health. 41% and 62% of the 

respondents achieved to create the awareness about education and agricultural development 

respectively.  79% respondents achieved the success regarding to provide safe drinking water 

and sanitation, and 69% achieved the prestige of preventing the child marriage. 

 

8.11 What kind of failure you face in your duties? 

(Multiple response) 

Causes of failure Respondents  Respondents  

Fail to modernize agriculture 19 45.2 

Fail to mitigate factionalism 26 61.9 

Fail to root out terrorism 16 38.1 

Total  42 100 

Source: Field Study, June--November, 2014 

 

It is observed that, 38% respondents think they fail to root out terrorism, 62% think they fail 

to mitigate factionalism and 45% think they fail to modernize agriculture. I think they are 

mainly fail because of non-cooperation and mismanagement. When people ask for help to 

them they just avoid the incidence by claiming that they are unable to do the work for them.  

 

9. The Problems and Prospects of Local Government 

But the system of local self—government particularly in rural Bangladesh has yet to be built 

on a sound footing because of the following perennial problems: 

 

 The local government (LG) structure is primarily a colonial legacy. Introduced first by 

the British, it passed through the Pakistan period to independent Bangladesh. During 

the British and Pakistan period the experience of LG was within a federal framework 

whereas during independent Bangladesh it is operating under unitary system. 
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 Though the structure of national political government has undergone transformation 

from despotic to democratic, the local government in Bangladesh has not undergone 

through any basic revision or transformation to suit unitary governmental structure. 

The legal constitutional basis of local government has remained virtually unaffected. 

 The local government suffers from considerable inconsistency in respect of chartered 

functions, seemingly varied and multifarious,’ prescribed in the statutes. But in reality, 

the functions have been restricted to few and those that are dictated by, the central 

government. 

 The local government bodies do not have enough own sources of income, hence they 

lacking local resource mobilization and become wholly dependent on government 

grants. 

 Repeated disruptions in political process halted national constitutional growth thereby 

disturbing constitutional base of local government. 

 Again, occasional switchover to non-political military rule increased political 

dependence on central government upon the local governments for legitimacy and 

conversely tied local government with central government in financial dependency. 

 

10. Recommendations 

The experiences of field study give me some ideas to make a recommendation list about the 

existing structures, functions and problems of local government system in Bangladesh.  

The specific recommendations are: 

 

 Local government system should be fully autonomous; 

 To circulate all rules and regulations and all functions and problems need to be known 

to all people and local administration; 

 A good relation is inevitable between central and local government;  

 It is mandatory to make a data base on poor and disadvantage people in order to make 

proper distribution of all facilities and rights; 

 More participation of the people in local government activities. 

 

11. Conclusion 

Here, I would like to say that the existing local government bodies are not able to ensure the 

welfare of village community because development role of local government at local level is 
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marginal; as is lack of consistency in their pattern and functioning. Functionally as well as 

structurally a number of mutually inconsistent patterns are operating in the country. 

Simultaneously, search for and experimentation with newer patterns has not yet ceased. No 

national consensus has apparently emerged. The local government as a national sub-system is 

yet to settle down. What still remains basically an offshoot of colonial and federal tradition 

has to be boldly restructured consistent to the overall governmental superstructure of a unitary 

state as well as to the requirement of an independent and developing country. This would call 

for a clearly laid out policy with regard to the structure, functions, finance, management, 

center-local-relationship and many other things. 

The various problems relating to the local government system which I found in my study are: 

undue bureaucratic control, blatant interference of MPs, exclusionary participation of women, 

financial disempowerment compromising the viability of local bodies, lack of mobilization of 

local resources, lack of financial devolution, concentration of powers and authorities, 

proposals to further empower MPs, too many laws and circulars which are meaningless and 

contradictory, lack of skills, competence and widespread corruption.   
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1. Background 

“The major threats faced by a woman journalist are discrimination in distribution of salary 

and the culture of impunity surrounding sexual harassment in media workplaces” 

(International Federation of Journalists, 2015). 

The representation of women at present day Nepali media is minimal however more than they 

used to be earlier. As Nepali society is a patriarchal society however male domination is not 

only the issue. The issue of safety of women journalists is also there, the gender pay- gap is 

still prevalent. Women journalists don’t host any of the toughest or serious talk shows. But 

due to the convergence of new media technologies and influx of private media organizations 

in the last decade has increased the number of women working in both print and electronic 

media. 

In case of Nepal, journalism is a profession that is struggling day by day. The issue of safety 

and self-censorship arises within all the journalists beyond the gender. Journalist’s safety has 

been much talked about issue at the present day. Journalists in Nepal suffer from several 

issues of safety. According to Federation of Nepalese Journalists (2013/14) if journalists give 

news as per the expectation of protestors (in case of protests done by certain political party) 

then they behave in a friendly manner or else like an enemy. Journalists aren’t safe in their 

workplace/ home or outside.  

There is the issue of physical safety i.e. assault/ threat/ murder/ abuse/ attacks and also the 

salary issues, lack of/ no training or preparedness, lack of policy formation, the reluctances of 

media houses and mental/ psychological safety. Within that, the concern of women journalists 

ever arises. This paper analyzes role of Nepali women in media in every aspect.  

May there be the participation of women is less due to various factors what about the concern 

regarding equal payment? What about women capable of hosting a political show? What 

about women to be given tough challenge as men journalists? Why are women journalists 

harassed? Why there aren’t women journalist’s holding a CEO post in any media house? Why 

are there no women chief editors? The question with the mark arises all the time. 

 

2. Representation of Women Journalists 

The representation of women journalists have increased in the media sector due to the growth 

of media industry itself. There are over twenty-four television channels, there are more than 

thousand newspapers registered, and countable numbers of online media. Women are 

underrepresented at top level i.e. board, executive level, chief financial officer or general 

manager for that matter. Even in the editorial positions or chief reporters or correspondents, 
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foreign editorial positions, women’s representation is very less in number. Still the women 

journalists are yet to get the decision making power. The top management is still entirely male 

dominated; the Press Council of Nepal or Radio Nepal, Gorkhapatra Sansthan or Nepal 

televisions or National News Council then they all are men.  

Now women journalists are also going to the field and gathering news however the newsroom 

is still biased. Involvement of women is based on entertainment program and lighthearted 

programs such as Namastey TV show, steps and others. One exception is there now that a 

program known as Sajha Sawal is hosted by Bidhya Chapagain which deals with the uprising 

and important issue to the Nepalese citizens regarding air pollution, corruption, LGBT rights. 

The women are quite in number nowadays, but they are still not given a chance for production 

and technical departments and also in official boards and formulating policies.  

 

3. The main issues of Women Journalists 

Despite of the policies adopted women journalists are facing the salary issues in a media 

organization. Most organizations do not have policies to combat sexual harassment or proper 

mechanisms for filing complaints (International Federation of Journalists, 2015). There is 

discrimination in distribution of salary over a same job done by male/ female journalists. 

Women journalists aren’t given a proper place in decision making level than men. Women 

journalists also suffer from physical safety, while covering any moment or mob, they get 

beaten/ attacked by the protestors while they are on duty. Such issues have a strong 

consequence i.e. they are obliged to leave the job due to social pressure. 

 It has been noted that the trend of lurking for other jobs has been increasing due to low salary 

or no salary. Anyhow even being trained/ educated the journalists both male and female suffer 

from financial safety (Federation of Nepalese Journalists, 2014). However, the cases of 

violence are less in compared to male but it is discouraging due to the unjust social structure.  

There’s the other thing that comes along when a women is working in the fields i.e. maternity 

leave. The maternity leave for a women journalist is 45 days only. Women journalists aren’t 

given the chance to work on the tough subjects either that could be politics or economy. As 

per the research done by (Code for Nepal, 2015) in Setopati.com the representation of women 

journalists in opinion page is 17.8% only while men is 82.2%. So, women journalists aren’t 

considered to be much of an opinionated person. 

 

4. Analysis of Female Journalists (Safety Perspective) 
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Male and female journalists are attacked and they go through various forms of harassments 

from demonstrations while covering Banda/ strikes. Despite of the threats the male journalists 

anyhow continue with their job but it isn't same with the case of women journalists. The cases 

of violence i.e. assault/ murder/ abduction are more than female journalists. 

Despite of the policies adopted women journalists are facing the salary issues in a media 

organization. The major threats faced by a woman journalist are discrimination in distribution 

of salary and the culture of impunity surrounding sexual harassment in media workplaces 

(International Federation of Journalists, 2015). 

The safety situation in case of female journalists is even worst. They are harassed/ threatened 

but most of the media organizations do not have policies to combat sexual harassment or 

proper mechanisms for filing complaints where the incident goes unnoticed and perpetrators 

go unpunished. 

Women journalists’ are more vulnerable and more prone towards assaults, harassments. Most 

organizations do not have policies to combat sexual harassment or proper mechanisms for 

filing complaints. While covering any moment or mob, they get beaten/ attacked by the 

protestors while they are on duty. There is discrimination in distribution of salary over a same 

job done by male/ female journalists. Women journalists aren’t given a proper place in 

decision making level. Such issues have a strong consequence i.e. they are obliged to leave 

the job due to social pressure. Working women journalists' face both the physical and 

professional safety issues (Ghimire, 2014).  

There is feeling of insecurity among women journalists while reporting alone. However the 

cases of violence are less in compared to male but it is discouraging due to the unjust social 

structure.  

There has been the salary issue which leads the male/female journalists to leave the job and 

go in search for the other even there is the discrimination in distribution in salary. Whether it 

is government or private women aren't given chance/ emphasis in decision making. Due to 

lack of safety trainings the male/female journalists are more prone towards the threats and 

intimidation (Ghimire, 2014). However there have been various initiatives taken to provide 

the safety trainings in order to assess the dangerous situations and act accordingly. 

Thus, women are more vulnerable in case of safety then male journalists. The tension of 

physical safety is always there between male and female journalists but not only have that 

female journalists to go through discrimination in the workplace. It’s either in the form of 

salary distribution or decision making level. Additionally the complaints lodged by the 
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women journalists go unnoticed or not filed even. And due to the unjust social structure, if 

any of the issue happens to them they are forced to leave the job. 

 

5. The Changing pattern/ Positive Initiatives  

The organizations such as Sancharika Samuha, UNESCO have been doing trainings with 

women journalists for the quality work and better participation. Sancharika Samuha and 

Informal Sector Service Centre (INSEC) are such organizations which besides media 

monitoring and advocacy also engages itself in campaign, awareness building through 

training, orientation, interaction, issuing press release, and collaborating with other like-

minded organizations, monitoring media rights issues regularly and INSEC has also been 

working in the project for the safety/security issues of journalists across the country 

(Adhikary, 2014). 

 Sajha sawal is the best example of the changing pattern. Sajha Sawal, a weekly debate 

program broadcasted with the initiation of BBC Media Action, started in the year 2007. It 

deals with the current affairs such as corruption, LGBT issues, citizenship and many more. 

The presenter of the program in the earliest episodes was a male; Narayan Shrestha. Bidya 

Chapagain is the presenter now who is known for her calmness and her style of asking 

difficult questions calmly. 

Likewise Ayesha Shakya is doing the multimedia contents in the Nepali Times weekly’s 

online version. Subina Shrestha freelance correspondent and a filmmaker, her works are seen 

in Aljazeera most often. She was once nominated in International Emmy Awards in 2016 as 

well. Devaki Bista is another successful photographer/ journalist and a filmmaker. Women 

journalists are actually have stood out now.  

New ICTs have emerged which provide opportunities to share information and resources, and 

link and network with each other faster. But women's presence in this new communication 

space still lags far behind (Rana, 2017). 

 

6. Conclusion 

Female Journalists are more vulnerable in case of safety then male journalists. The tension of 

physical safety is always there between male and female journalists but not only have that 

female journalists to go through discrimination in the workplace. It’s either in the form of 

salary distribution or decision-making level. Additionally the complaints lodged by the 

women journalists go unnoticed or not filed even. And due to the unjust social structure, if 

any of the issue happens to them they are forced to leave the job. 
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However there are fewer examples of female journalists standing out but the presence of 

women are also absent in any official commissions, boards or committees formed for 

formulating policies or monitoring the media. The top management is still entirely male 

dominated, if we talk about Press Council of Nepal or Radio Nepal, Gorkhapatra Sansthan or 

Nepal television of National News Council then they all are men.  

Now women journalists are also going to the field and gathering news however the newsroom 

is still biased. Lack of proper training also is the other hurdle for the female journalists to rise 

from east to west in Nepal. Also the organizations such as Sancharika Samuha, INSEC and 

UNESCO are working for the training purpose and have been providing training for the safety 

of journalists. 
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Abstract: 

Climate Change has major challenges for the present global 

phenomenon. Wide spreading this idea produce sense for the 

global community as well as south Asian Countries. South Asia is 

a reign which occupies only 5 percentage of world landmass. But 

More than 1.7 billion populations live in this region. That’s the 20 

percent of total world population rise expected 25 percent by 

2025. Over the years, south Asian countries strongly face climate-

related hazard including cyclone, droughts, flood, extreme 

temperature growth, storm surges and others Climate related 

issues. Climate does not follow such nationalistic rule. Therefore, 

combined efforts are essential to protect such disasters. Regional 

arrangements or collective effort may face climate change 

challenges. Though The South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) has taken some initiatives, more concrete 

and coordinated actions are necessary to face the calamities of 

climate change. This paper will examines initiatives of South 

Asian Countries on climate change issue and tries to recommend 

what further steps they can adopt in this regard. 
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1. Introduction 

Climate change is neither an ancient concept nor of the long future. The Idea of Global warm 

up and climate change getting more popularity. It is happening everywhere all over the world. 

If we think about security! Climate change is one of the ultimate threats which world is facing 

nowadays. Though this is a global issue, the effects of it will not be touched in the same 

percentage of the world. It is certain the powers are likely to various in both amount and rate 

of variations in different regions, states and continents.
1
 

Reports say: South Asian countries are facing harmful impacts of climate change on their 

livelihood. Humans and wild animals’ appearance new challenges for their survival because 

of climate change. More frequent and intense drought, storms, extreme temperatures, rising 

sea levels, melting glaciers and warming oceans, floods, droughts, cyclones, extreme 

temperatures, glacial lake outburst floods (GLOF) and others can directly harm animals, 

destroy the places they live, and wreak havoc on people's livelihoods and communities.
2
 

The fifth report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and first 

assessment report of Indian Network of Climate Change Assessment (INCCA) approve that 

climate change is likely to rise the incidence and toughens of climate-related hazards and also 

the manifestation of new misadventures that could manifest in the form of sea level rise and 

new liabilities with a number of latitudinal and socio-economic parodies on communities. 

According to the INCCA Fifth Report, the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in 2007 CO2 

emissions were 1222.00 million tons, CH4 emissions were 21.00 million tons, and N2O 

emissions were 0.57 million tons.
3
 The GHG emissions from energy, industry, agriculture and 

waste sectors instituted 59%, 22%, 16% and 4% of the net CO2 emissions individually. This 

calculation was an outcome of contributions of more than 80 experts from seventieth 

institutions across the India. The Same ratio also has in others south Asian countries.
4
 

Such natural disasters may have reflective controls on the hydrological cycle, coastal areas, 

forest and ecosystem, glaciers or mountain areas, water areas, and it would be devastating for 

the peoples of South Asia. Thus, climate change is not only an environmental phenomenon 

but also severe of socio-economic repercussions. As the countries face same types of dangers 

                                                           
1
 Fahmida Khatun and AKM Nazrul Islam, “Policy Agenda for Addressing Climate Change in Bangladesh: 

Copenhagen and Beyond”, Occasional Paper No. 88, Dhaka: Centre for Policy Dialogue, 2010, p. 8. 
2
 The Impacts of Climate Change on Human Health in the United States: A Scientific Assessment 

https://www.worldwildlife.org/threats/effects-of-climate-change accessed on 02.march, 2017 
3
“Report Climate Change Research Initiative” 

http://www.academia.edu/2657683/Climate_change_research_initiative_Indian_Network_for_Climate_Change

_Assessment accessed on 01.march, 2017 
4
 https://www3.epa.gov/ttnchie1/conference/ei19/session6/he.pdf accessed on 28.february, 2017 

https://www3.epa.gov/ttnchie1/conference/ei19/session6/he.pdf


International Journal of Social, Political and Economic Research, Volume 4, Issue 1, 2017, 39-54 

 

 

© Hassan, Mahamudul, (2017), “Climate Change Effects and Adaptation Program Through Collective Effort in 

South Asia” 

Page: 41 

arising from climate change, the mutual action is required to face such challenges.
5
 Being a 

regional body, South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) should play a 

vital role in qualifying negative influences of climate change in the region. In this regard, the 

main purposes of the paper are to measure impacts of climate change in South Asian countries 

and to appraise the support of SAARC to look climatic disasters. 

To speak the above revealed issues, the paper is shared by five units containing an 

introduction. Unit two argues the impact of climate change in South Asia. Unit three describes 

the initiative taken by SAARC on the concern of climate change. Unit Four marks an 

evaluation. Unit six ends with a concluding Remark.  

 

2. Impact of climate change in South Asia 

Climate change has emerged as one of the most threatening issues for billions of people in 

developing and underdeveloped society with serious insinuations for food, environment and 

human security. It is likely that climate change will interrupt on sustainable development of 

south Asian countries as it combinations the forces on natural resources and the environment 

attendant with abstained urbanisation, industrialisation and economic development.
6
 The 

IPCC Assessment Report fifth (AR5) exposes climate change interrelated susceptibilities in 

South Asia. Besides, regular mean rainwater displays inter-decadal variability, unusually a 

falling tendency with more numerous deficit rains under regional heterogeneities.
7
 

In South Asia, largest room of ice outside the Arctic area is glaciers of the Himalayas. Some 

of the world’s biggest rivers are getting their water source from Himalayas and Hindukush. 

More specifically these two mountain ranges icebergs are the source of nine largest rivers of 

Asia.  

In the seasons of rain, these glacial are melting, together with heavy rain.  Because of heavy 

rain and melt of glacial may cause of flood, which force to affect the livelihoods of the people 

of south another Asian region.  
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More than 700 million South Asians are surviving on a smaller amount than US$1.25 a day. 

This figure projected that how much poverty are prevailing in South Asia, so even a minor 

climate-related hazard can lead to a larger number of loss for peoples.
8
 

South Asia’s geography makes it mostly susceptible to natural disasters. According to the 

recently published 2016 World Risk Report’s eleven editions, countries like Bangladesh, 

India, Nepal and Pakistan exhibit a high level of vulnerability as demonstrated by their lack of 

coping capacities and adaptive capacities. In evaluating 173 countries for purposes of creating 

this year’s World Risk Index, the report gave the following countries its global risk index 

ranking: Bangladesh (6
th

most risk-prone country of the world), Pakistan (66
th

), India (77
th

) 

and Nepal (99
th

). There is a high level of variation within South Asia itself, but these rankings 

should not be misinterpreted to undermine the risk faced by these countries—particularly the 

poor—in the face of natural disaster.
9
 Since 2004-05, the region became a neighbourhood of 

disasters. December 2004 tsunami, There was the October 2005 and earthquake in 

the Himalayan range that killed off thousand of life. Pakistan was ravaged by an earthquake in 

2008 and floods in 2010. More than 7,500 people have died as a result of the earthquake that 

struck Katmandu, Nepal may 12, 2015. At least 8 million people have been affected by the 

earthquake, and more than 2 million have been displaced.
10

 Previous data also projected the 

alarming report on south Asian natural disasters, from 1990 to 2016; more than 850 million 

people were affected by natural disasters, Which Cause of death more than 80,000 people and 

about US$60 billion in damages.  

It is manifest that the SAARC countries are facing severe moments of global climate change. 

The SAARC Secretary General mentioned that in May 2011, over the past four decades, 

South Asian countries faced 1,333 calamities that lead to death 980,000 people live, 2.4 

billion lives were affected and damaged resources wealth US$105billion. 
11

 

The rapid growth of the South Asian population and its increased deliberation in few places 

often in hazardous environments has increased both the regularity and brutality of natural 
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disasters. With the tropical climate and unbalanced land forms, coupled with deforestation, 

unplanned growth detonation, non-engineered constructions which make the disaster-prone 

areas more vulnerable, tardy communication, poor or no financial apportionment for disaster 

prevention, developing countries suffer more or less chronically by natural disasters. It is 

projected by member countries that SAARC will work together on this issue as poor, hot and 

the mostly agrarian South Asian region will sternly suffer largely due to the rise in aggregate 

temperatures. The coastal areas of South Asia or large deltas and coastline areas of the 

countries could be overcome by sea level rise. Various forecasts mention that climate 

differences among the SAARC countries will be diverse and dissimilar with some countries 

facing more forceful drizzle and increased flood risks while others come across the lighter 

amount of rains and scarcities.
12

 

 

2.1 Effect of climate change in Bangladesh 

peoples of Bangladesh are affected by dangerous calamities like cyclones, floods, droughts, 

and sudden hit raises. Under the present trends of climate change, per person, water 

accessibility in 2025 will turn into 7,660 cubic meters against 12,160 cubic meters in 1991. 

Bangladesh is predominantly susceptible to typhoons, earthquakes, tsunamis and due to its 

experience to seismic activity. In reaction, the Government of Bangladesh has engaged 

ladders before two years to set up a national program for disaster risk reduction.
13

 The 

comment of Shafiqul Alam published by The Financial Express, writes about climate change 

and vulnerability, “Adaptation & mitigation and are possibilities available, however, 

adaptation & mitigation are the conflicting to each other’s.” Adaptation is interested in self-

interest. Peoples of Bangladesh are migrating from rural to urban areas because they have 

affected the agriculture culture.
14

  

Cyclone ‘Sidor’ in 2007 and ‘Aila’ in 2009 bang Bangladesh, which forced migrate more than 

500,000 peoples from South and western part to other regions. And the losses of wealth were 

totalled US$269 million. A natural disaster is a consequence when a natural hazard affects 
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humans and/or the built environment.
15

 Human vulnerability and lack of 

appropriate emergency management lead to financial, environmental, or human impact. This 

understanding is concentrated in the formulation: “disasters occur when hazards meet 

vulnerability”. Various phenomena like earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, floods 

and cyclones are all natural hazards that kill thousands of people and destroy billions of 

dollars of habitat and property each year.
16

 

With the tropical climate and unbalanced land-dwelling procedures, combined with 

deforestation, accidental growth explosion, incomprehensible engineered constructions which 

mark the accident-prone areas more vulnerable, delayed communication, poor or no 

commercial apportionment for disaster prevention, developing countries feel pain more or less 

frequently by natural disasters. Inside developing countries, the lowly often tolerate the effect 

of disasters as they are situated in areas that are more vulnerable to earthquakes, floods and 

hurricanes; disasters often resulting in loss of livelihoods, interrupt food production and 

higher food prices; and, finally, not only do the poor lose wealth but they also limited access 

to risk- allocation instruments such as insurance.
17

 

The compact flow of Ganges water all through the summer season has aggravated the route. 

In coastline zones, sea level are rising, the salinity of ground water also increasing day by 

day. Those changes will make a negative impact on agricultural and food production system 

of Bangladesh.  

 

2.2 Natural Disasters in India & Pakistan 

In South Asia 80% of land covered by India, it is also facing negative impact of climate 

change. By one approximation, climate change will cause a 30-40 percent drop in India’s 

agricultural output by 2080.
18

 It is projected that temperature rise rate of India will increase 

2.5ºc to 4.9ºc, rice produces will fall by 30-40 percent and wheat produced by 40-52 percent 

and this would affect Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to yields by 1.9-3.5 percent. A World 

Bank reported that due to the negative impact on climate change in agricultural sector about 
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900 million people of India will be forced to migrate from one state to another state or rural to 

urban areas. By 2100 surface air temperature will rise of up to 4ºc cause of Climate change.
19

 

In addition, climate change leads to rising number of risky climate measures, like a flood, 

tsunami, droughts, and cyclones in India. Also, irregularities in global climate pattern carriage 

thoughtful threat to the town water supply of India.  According to IPCC, by the year 2030, in 

north Indian rivers will shrink from 500,000 km² to 100,000 km² of Himalayan glaciers and 

would affect 50 percent of water, which comes from snow flux. 
20

 

In June 2013, the North Indian states of Himachal Pradesh & Uttarakhand, because of drizzle 

some parts of Western Nepal and their joining areas experienced landslides and elicited 

shocking floods. More than 1,000 people have died with more than 6000 missing. Damage to 

bridges and roads left over 70,000 pilgrims and tourists trapped in various places, many of 

whom were rescued. 
21

 

Pakistan consumes an area of over 88 million hectares which contains a diverse of land 

alternating from hilly ranges to plain deserts. The Indus River and its branches separate the 

country, given that a source of the world’s largest adjacent irrigation network. In the year of 

2010, Pakistan was hit by dreadful floods in its the past time rendering 20 million people 

down-and-out and carrying one-fifth of the country underwater.
22

 But, in spite of this 

optimistic characteristic, climate change also affected this country. It may cause more 

vulnerable this country to natural disasters. This occurrence in Pakistan is estimated to 

escalation glacial melt, sea level increase along its seaside and increase stages without rain.
23

 

The statistic shows in previous four decades climate-related disasters leads to death more than 

90,000 people and total losses amount US$20 billion, only 2010 floods damage US$10 

billion. The 2010 and later 2011 floods (in Sindh) exposed the extremely grim conditions that 

marked the daily lives of a large section of the population that had compromised access to 
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basic amenities of life such as health, education, and shelter, and fundamental human rights, 

including decent livelihoods. Forecast says that by 2020, the temperature of Pakistan is 

projected to increase by 0.90c to 1.80c by 2050.
24

 

 

2.3 Natural hazard of other South Asian Countries  

Sri Lanka is also vulnerable to the impacts of global climate change. As an island country, the 

northern part of Sri Lanka and Jaffna will be submerged under the sea if sea level rises one or 

two meters. Climate change will bring dreadful concerns for Sri Lanka for livelihood, health, 

animal, water, agriculture, and coastal areas. There are strong risks to reach serious amounts 

by 2025.
25

 Any contrary changes in already unpredictable weather decorations are likely to 

effect on the social and economic events of the country.  In the case of climate change, Sri 

Lanka might experience extensive impacts, comprising climate variability and sea level rise, 

directly affecting the overall wealth and security of widespread species within the country. 
26

 

In the case of Maldives is also at a high risk of global climatic change. The country comprises 

of about 1,200 islands in the Indian Ocean. Asian Development Bank Economic Report for 

South Asia revealed that if the climate change would not be checked, Maldives would face 

losses of over 12 percent of its GDP by the end of this century and one meter sea level rise 

would inundate 66 percent of the archipelago’s land area which would affect tourism industry, 

the lifeline of the country’s economy.
27

 The natural beauty and tourism industry of Maldives 

are mainly centred on its beautiful sea beach which represents 5 percent of the country’s total 

land area. It is to be noted that more than 97 per cent inhabitants of islands reported beach 

erosion in 2004, of which 64 per cent reported severe erosion and more than 45 per cent of the 

country’s 87 per cent tourist resorts have also reported about severe erosion.
28

 In the long run, 

climate change will threaten the entire country’s existence. The highest point of the country is 

8 feet above sea level. Therefore; the country will be severely affected by the global sea level 
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rise.
29

 Along with rising sea levels, increased beach erosion, more powerful storms, higher 

storm surges and threats to biodiversity are among the major threats to the Maldives due to 

climate change over the coming decades.
30

 

Nepal is a country of diverse climatic conditions, ranging from tropical in the south to alpine 

in the north. The country is facing problems like drought and flooding and there are 

possibilities that these will be magnified by climate change in future. In 1999, Shrestha 

suggested that temperatures were increasing in Nepal and rainfall was becoming more 

variable. A decade later, in 2009, a modeling exercise conducted by a team of Nepali, 

American, British, Pakistani and Bangladeshi experts using the emissions scenarios in the 

IPCC’s special report (2007), found that the temperature would indeed increase in the mid-

hills and the region was likely to grow arider in non-monsoon seasons. It also suggested that 

precipitation was likely to be more uncertain and that storm intensity would increase. 
31

 

Another small country of South Asia, Bhutan straddles between two major biogeographic 

realms, the Indo-Malayan and Palearctic and is part of the Eastern Himalayan region which 

contains part of three global biodiversity hotspots, 60 Ecoregions, 330 bird areas, 53 

important plant areas, a large number of wetlands and 29 Ramsar sites. Bhutan is a country of 

a diverse array of flora and fauna including 5,603 species of vascular plants, 400 lichens, 200 

mammals and about 700 birds.
32

 

 In future, climate change is likely to affect Bhutan in various ways e.g., changes in 

hydrological cycles like lower winter in streams and intense monsoon rains may affect present 

level of drinking water of the country. As 80 percent of Bhutanese practice subsistence 

farming, climate change can cause changes in temperature which will increase the 

vulnerability of a large group of this population. In addition, climate change wills affect 

forests, biodiversity as well as human health badly with increasing number of natural 

disasters. 
33
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Afghanistan is the last country to join SAARC in 2007. The country is mountainous and very 

dry which is located in the arid subtropics at the 9-37º north of the equator. It has an arid and 

semi-arid continental climate with cold winters and hot summers. Due to climate change, 

Afghanistan is currently suffering from droughts. Available data and trends from 

neighbouring countries indicate that mean annual temperature has increased by 0.6 º c since 

1960, at an average rate of around 0.13 º c per year.35 According to the IPCC report,36 

people living in developing countries in low latitudes, particularly those along the coast of 

Asia will suffer the most. The scientists who prepared the draft report also mentioned that 

hundreds of millions of people would be affected by coastal flooding and land loss due to 

global temperature rise, ice caps melt and sea level rise. The majority of it would be in East, 

Southeast and South Asia. Some small island countries are likely to face very high influences. 

Hence, countries like Bangladesh and Maldives have possibilities to become worst sufferers. 

The consequences of climate change will be drastic for the region as about 70% of South 

Asians lives in rural areas and account for about 75 percent of the poor, who are the most 

impacted segments by climate change. Due to geographical contiguity, the countries of South 

Asia have to face common problems and the problems of one country have spillover impacts 

for other countries. The countries need an integrated effort to face the common calamity of 

climate change.
34

 

 

3. SAARC on Climate Change 

In the latest development, Seventeenth Summit of the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) was held in Addu city of Maldives on 10-11 November 2011. In Addu 

declaration, member countries articulated their realisation of the environmental degradation 

and specific vulnerabilities of the region to the hazard of climate change.
35

 The declaration 

also welcomed the signing of the SAARC Agreement on Quick Response to Natural 

Disasters. Prior to this in May 2011 an inter-governmental meeting on draft SAARC 

Agreement on Quick Response to Natural Disasters held in Colombo, Sri Lanka has gotten a 
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broad consensus on the Agreement. This agreement was adopted in Seventeenth SAARC 

Summit held in Maldives in November 2011.
36

 

 

SAARC 

Summit 
Time and Venue Action 

3rd Summit  1987, Kathmandu  
“Regional Study on the Causes and Consequences of Natural Disasters 

& the Protection, Preservation of the Environment”. 

4th Summit  1988, Islamabad  
Participants decided to undertake a joint study on the “Greenhouse 

Effects and its impact on the Region.” 

14th Summit  2007, New Delhi  
Participants expressed ‘deep concern’ over the global climate change & 

called for pursuing a climate resilient development in South Asia. 

15th Summit  2008, Colombo  
The organisation made “Colombo Declaration & the Colombo 

Statement on Climate Change and Food Security 

 

Additionally, no noticeable yields are yet seen from the Coastal Zone Management Centre in 

Maldives (2005) and Forestry Centre in Bhutan (2008). Even the Dhaka Declaration and 

SAARC Plan of Action on Climate Change (2008) were not succeeded to describe SAARC 

as a single entity at Copenhagen. It is also sawed that the 18th SAARC Summit held in 

Kathmandu, Nepal in November 2014 also unsuccessful to convey any considerable outcome 

on climate change issue.
37

 It is marked that SAARC members often absence political consent 

on important issues. In South Asia, conflicting national interests created hostile relations 

between and among states. In the face of the acceptance that environmental issues might be 

less debated, compromise has still been poorest and this lack of compromise has prolonged 

into climate change issues as well. The lack of regional approach and its cost are generally 

rewarded by the lives of the general people of this region. The regional approach to disaster 

management and variation of an inclusive road map to define source sharing and policy 

guidelines are still not acceptable for the South Asian people. South Asia is a poverty live 

region, where inhabitants are more vulnerable to climate change. Hence, any initiative allied 

to climate change will have to support the poor people of this region and attempt to quickly 

move them out of poverty. Improving their income will hurry their acquiring power which in 
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a greater regional context will work on poverty reduction and reducing climate vulnerabilities 

concurrently. This will also work to reduce large-scale internal migration from rural to urban 

areas.
38

 

The IPCC Fifth Report emphasised on regional effort to address climate change challenges. 

As a regional object, SAARC requirements to take compulsory phases to address climate 

change disasters in South Asia. SAARC has given a policy for its member states to exertion in 

a frame on climate change issue. In this regard, inspiring features of such assistance would be 

common practices of facing climate change and geographical closeness. Since 1987, heads of 

states of SAARC member countries at consecutive summits have been repeating the need to 

support regional cooperation to the sanctuary, defend and achieve the varied and delicate 

ecosystems of the region counting the need to address the challenges modelled by climate 

change and natural calamities.
39

 

It is also significant to opinion available that a regional reaction to natural disasters, whether 

in the form of the SAARC Structure on Disaster Management or other mutual organised 

activities that states may think of, is really significant.
40

 

 

4. An Evaluation  

The SAARC Disaster Management Centre (SDMC) was set up in October 2006 at the 

premises of National Institute of Disaster Management in New Delhi. The Centre has the 

command to help eight Member Countries of the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC) Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan 

and Sri Lanka by 31 Disasters in South Asia –The Centre is a sleek body of professionals 

employed in several proportions of disaster risk discount and management in the region. 

SDMC is networking over the National Central Points of the Member Countries with the 

several Ministries, Technical, Research and Academic Departments, and Scientific 

institutions inside and outside the Government working on different characteristics of disaster 

risk reduction and management. The Centre departments organise workshops and training 
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programmes, studies and research, publishing reports and documents and offer several policy 

advisory facilities to the Member Countries.
41

 

The group including Afghanistan Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Nepal, and Pakistan was 

set up in 2006 in Abu Dhabi. Later on, the England, Australia and Norway joined it to support 

its actions. It would strive to reach within ten years a supportive and knowledge-based 

partnership for managing equally and developing the Himalayan River Systems to bring 

social harmony, prosperity, peace and environmental sustainability from the basis to the sea. 

Apart from security and economy, disasters & climate change are just one more aim for active 

regional cooperation for the overall wellbeing of more than a billion populations of the 

region. Seeing the measure of poverty and vulnerability to natural disasters, all member 

countries south Asia have no choice but to improve regional cooperation to protection their 

own populations and national interests. Information sharing, capacity building and practical 

strategies on shared water bodies could be the key areas of regional cooperation for SAARC 

countries. Though more or less every country has established some policy framework and 

strategies to moderate and manage disasters in their won concerns, trans-boundary 

cooperation with neighbouring countries would be unavoidable in the coming years. Long 

term visualisation and strategies in the stir of malicious climate change effects are of serious 

importance among the SAARC members. Another important aspect in regional cooperation is 

fetching China on the panel. The challenged by South Asian countries affecting to climate 

change and disasters have their origins in China as major rivers of the region originate from 

Chinese orderly Tibet highland. Shared water bodies and sources of water would be the 

climatic hotspots in coming years and a basin-wide approach to managing hydro-disasters 

would be much necessary. It is therefore of supreme importance that SAARC should involve 

expressively with China for regional cooperation on climate change and disasters. Similarly, 

trans-boundary cooperation among SAARC countries is attaining greater importance in the 

wake of rising frequency of disasters in the region.
42

 

It is seen that in arrears to climate change, farmers become the worst sufferers. Therefore, 

SAARC should take special care on this issue. Although SAARC has started specific steps 

like the formation of SAARC Regional Agricultural Information Centre, disaster management 

training and food bank, these need functioning. Simultaneously, practical steps should be 

taken to educate farmers with adaptive farming practices like low tillage or crop rotation. 
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SAARC also should focus more attention on climate change research funding to diminish the 

losses from climate change. Moreover, SAARC should form a monitoring committee on 

climate change issue which will monitor updates about the application of different agenda set 

by previous SAARC summits. 

The Secretary General of SAARC should be the key person to take necessary steps according 

to the reports of the committee. SAARC’s commitment to work on regional cooperation in 

some cases is not considered as successful. One of the examples may be the July-August 2010 

devastating flood which hit Pakistan. The flood not only destroyed infrastructure in several 

areas but also affected a huge population of approximately twenty million people. Except for a 

pledge of a meagre US$32 million by SAARC countries, there was virtually no action to help 

the member state. The incident happened only a few months after (2010) the Silver Jubilee 

Climate Theme oriented SAARC Summit held at Thimphu, Bhutan. In fact, SAARC over the 

years has become captive of bilateral contentious politics in South Asia. Member states have 

to play an effective role in promoting the agenda of regional cooperation. There is an 

ostensible political difficulty of suspicion and lack of trust amongst some key countries which 

effort as difficulty in achieving regional perspective. One common strategic restraint facing 

all South Asian countries in international teamwork on climate change is the collective action 

quandary. All countries want to escape a “sucker’s payoff” in the strategic game of climate 

change cooperation.  

South Asia is vulnerable to the impacts of climate change and this wills significantly affect the 

human security in the region. Although SAARC has had the unique opportunity to handle the 

issue and over the years, it has initiated and made progress, the governance structure of 

SAARC has restricted this regional entity from increasing potential regional cooperation in 

South Asia. The common SAARC posture in global climate sweepstakes, therefore, is more 

of an ornamental value aimed at deceiving regional population that SAARC is together in 

responding to the threats of climate change.” 

 

5. Concluding Remark 

Climate change and its dire consequences increasing number of natural disasters and their 

threatening impacts can bring paradigm shifts on lives and livelihoods of South Asian people. 

As environmental causes go beyond national boundaries, the regional collaborative approach 

is required to face such challenges. In the era of globalization, collective efforts can accelerate 

the phase of national, regional and global development. Regional cooperation through 
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regional organizations can become change makers for respective countries. It is evident that 

SAARC nations are facing severe consequences of global climate change. Due to 

geographical contiguity, the South Asian countries face common problems and the problems 

of one country have spillover impact for another country. As the leading regional body, 

SAARC is expected to play an important role in mitigating negative impacts of climate 

change in South Asia. Although the issue has been in focus right from the 3rd SAARC 

summit of 1987, there is not much tangible outcome on this issue. There were different 

projects taken on climate change issue but the implementation is very slow. Therefore, 

combined efforts are needed to mitigate the negative consequences of climate change 

emanated calamites. In this regard, to address the climate change issue, SAARC should adopt 

a comprehensive road map to define resource allocation and policy guidelines based on an 

integrated approach which will help decision makers, policymakers, scientists and 

academicians to act better in coming days. In the context of South Asia, all actors including 

central and local governments and their agencies, local and international NGOs, development 

partners, civil society and environment partners should move together in a coordinated way. 

As the countries have the common experience of facing climate change, they should exchange 

more information. Resource constraint is a big problem in South Asia; therefore, SAARC 

should put more emphasis on resource mobilisation to mitigate climate change impacts. As 

climate change related risks are high in this region, it is needed to respond proactively to build 

resilience through prevention and preparedness rather than through relief and responses. The 

countries of South Asia need to view the problem through a regional lens to reduce the costs 

of climate change and work in a body coming out from narrow national interests. If they can 

work from a common platform and with the same tune, it is expected they can achieve desired 

goals. 
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Abstract: 

Foreign Policy is usually viewed as an extension of domestic 
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of the Constitution.  1.The State shall base its international 

relations on the principles of respect for national sovereignty and 
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1. Principles of foreign policy of Bangladesh  

There are some principles maintained under the foreign policy of Bangladesh. Bangladesh is a 

member of various international key organizations such as the UN, the NAM etc. So, the 

principles of Bangladesh foreign policy can't be controversial with the principles of these 

organizations. There are four basic principles of Bangladesh foreign policy. They are given 

below: Friendship to all and malice towards none: Bangladesh being a poor country is 

dependent on the foreign aid which is provided by the states with various ideologies. That is 

why the Father of the nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman said: ‘We are a small 

country; we want friendship to all and malice towards none.’ Respect to the sovereignty, 

independence and territorial integrity of other states. 

 

2. Objectives of the Research 

Though it’s difficult to the researcher selects a particular topic and develops an appropriate 

objective which helps to the researcher when it’s comes about the foreign policy but for 

getting a general picture the research. The overall objective of this study is to investigate how 

and what are the leading factors leads to Foreign policy of Bangladesh.  

1. To find out what are the dynamic factors which leads Priorities of foreign policy of 

Bangladesh.   

2. To find out what are their main factors and issues which led to change the priorities 

time to time.  

3. To understand the role and response of the policy of ‘Friendship to all to malice to 

none” at present.  

4. Finally, to give some suggestions and recommendation to the policymakers and 

respective authorities regards the foreign policy of Bangladesh. 

 

3. Research Questions  

1. In order to achieve the objectives of the research the following leading question was 

framed and used:  

2. How far Bangladesh can follow the policy of Friendship to all? 

3. What would be the main factors which should change the foreign policy for coming 

future?  

4. Does Bangladesh balance its foreign policy between two powerful neighbor China and 

India.  

5. Which factors are influencing Bangladesh, if they followed Balancing Foreign Policy?  
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4. Methodology  

Research methodology plays a significant role of the research. It consists of research design, 

data collection, analysis and explanation of the result. The term ‘methodology’ encompasses 

this whole process. The final outcomes of a research depend on the methodology that we are 

engaging and methodology deepens on the form of data needed to answer the research 

question. This research was a qualitative as well as quantitative study from a Policy 

Assumption. It was used both the primary and secondary data in order to address the research 

question and objectives of the research more deeply. 

 

5. Research Problem 

It’s difficult to find the Strengths and Weaknesses of Bangladesh foreign policy. The 

strengths appear to be its huge human capital, homogeneity and the resilience of the people 

against all odds, one language, absence of feudal society and social mobility with no rigid 

class structures, fertile lands, availability of abundant natural gas and people’s inherent dislike 

for autocratic rule. The continuing communal harmony is a great strength of Bangladesh. 

‘Although Bangladesh is overwhelmingly populated by Muslim population, minority 

communities (Hindus and Buddhists among others) practice their religions in peace and 

harmony. In every branches of the stale, minority communities are represented including at 

the higher judiciary of Bangladesh. The majority and minority communities live in peaceful 

existence and hardly there is any difference between individuals of majority and minority 

communities. So, take into consideration for a Research that where and how to start and 

where to end the foreign policy analysis from Domestic to external factors are difficult.   

 

6. Purpose of Selecting My Research Since 2005 

Begum Khaleda Zia (leader of the BNP) Along with four parties’ alliances came to power in 

October 2001. This tenure Bangladesh took 'look east' policy, maintained and reconstructed 

relationship with China, Myanmar and Bangkok. This government also maintained good 

relationship with the Muslim world. But in 21 august 2004, a granite attack on opposition 

leader Sheikh Hasian gave a concern to international communities that Bangladesh is turning 

to a country of Islamic militancy. And Sheikh Hasina took that opportunity to make 

propaganda against four parties’ alliance’s government. But she couldn’t successful.  

Because, Begum Zia’s policy of intolerance against militancy had given a good concern to 

International communities that Hasina’s propaganda doesn’t have in reality. One year later in 
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August 17, 2005 an Islamic militant group blast bombs almost all over the country. Because 

of this incident total scenario get totally different picture, Sheikh Hasina and Awame league 

raised their voice and got support from various International Community against BNP Lead 

Four Party Government and Because of this long-term agitation Begum Zia couldn’t conduct 

election under the caretaker government on 22 January 2007. So, an un-constitutional 

government comes by the support of army and Sheikh Hasina on January 11, 2007. Sheikh 

Hasina said for this occasion ‘This Caretaker Government is the Successful outcome of our 

long-term movement.’ Its assume that Because of Bonding with that government sheikh 

Hasina come to power seven years after 2001 and still continue.  

After the return of Awami League government in January 2009, Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina made it clear that foreign policy of Bangladesh has made a major shift. Over a half 

decade of pursuing mutually unfriendly relations with India, Bangladesh has assured the latter 

of total commitment for that country's security concerns. Present government has also signed 

an agreement with Russia for the construction of a nuclear power plant in recent years. 

Bangladesh has bought two subs marine from china. It’s clearly showed how much priorities 

government is giving on security. This security is not only for the border but also a holistic 

security in terms of Economy. So far, Bangladesh have managed its foreign relations 

especially with the neighbours as well as the world at large. Now Bangladesh is looking for a 

blanching policy toward their two powerful neighbours china and India.  

Now, Sheikh Hasina’s policy is more political to India and economic to China. In terms of 

regime security Hasina is concentrating her relations with India and for trade, economy and 

other purpose toward china as well as rest of the world.  Cause Bangladesh is losing 

opportunities which are emerging due to changing global realities. So, Bangladesh need to 

rethink its foreign policy priorities, enumerate its advantages and design a strategy to achieve 

specific goals. 

 

7. Priorities of Foreign Policy of Bangladesh:  

Bangladesh foreign policy, in my view, stands largely on three pillars:  

 

7.1 Balancing Approach towards external relations  

Bangladesh is Following a Balancing approach for external relations, Bangladesh maintain a 

balancing approach of foreign policy since beginning the 21th century. While four parties’ 

alliances government took Look east policy, from that point of view china got more chance to 

make strong relations with Bangladesh. Although India played a pivotal role in the 
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independence of Bangladesh, it now witnesses a shift in the priority given to its ties by its 

Eastern neighbor. Dhaka desires good relations with India but fears the shadow of its western 

Big Brother. Hence Bangladesh has welcomed China to be one of its most vital partners fo 

trade in the decades since 2005. China Became number one trading partner since 2005, before 

India’s Position was there. The matrix of Beijing-Dhaka relations permeates multiple 

avenues, ranging from strategic to commercial, from energy security to infrastructural of these 

the strategic ties are one of the most salient. The two countries have built up a solid military 

relationship, largely to the fact that China is Bangladesh’s largest supplier of military 

equipment. Since 2010, Beijing has supplied Dhaka with five maritime patrol vessels, two 

corvettes, 44 tanks, and 16 fighter jets, as well as surface-to-air and anti-ship missiles, 

according to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute. That’s in addition to new 

Ming-class submarines Bangladesh ordered from China in 2013, which are expected to enter 

the Bangladeshi fleet in 2016, according to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. China and 

Bangladesh have been moving to expand their cooperation besides hardware exchanges. 

China has helped to build Bangladesh’s military capabilities since 2002. Naval defense is 

being given particular attention. 

 

7.2 Developments 

Development is not only economic growth but also socio-economic development. That means 

equitable distribution of national income to all people with a view to providing a minimum 

material standard for human dignity and removing gross disparity between rich and poor 

within the country. 

For inclusive development Bangladesh took policy of more friends less instead of friendship 

to all. Not only that, Bangladesh is seeking new market for their product and inviting others 

for foreign direct investment in the name of liberalization. Now Bangladesh is more 

concentrating on their gross development, like Infrastructure and other visible development 

with the model of digital and Middle-income country later on developed country.  After 2014 

Bangladesh is giving more concern on blue economy. 

 

7.3 Cooperation with other nations including the UN for climate safety measures  

Bangladesh will be the one of the main effected country because of global warming and 

climate change. The country’s climate scientists have concluded that ‘by 2050, rising sea 

levels will inundate some 17% of the land and displace about 18 million people’, according to 

the report ‘Borrowed Time on Disappearing Land’, published in 2014 by The New York 
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Times. Not only had the environment related issues, being a poor country Bangladesh has lots 

of barrier to overcome for their development. And without help and cooperation of the 

international community Bangladesh can’t overawe those problem. That’s why Bangladesh 

more relay on the cooperation and wants some of the structural framework through the UN.  

 

8. Growing Relations with China 

China-Bangladesh have moved ahead steadily in spite of profound changes in the domestic 

politics of both countries and major international developments during the last three decades. 

China has emerged as a reliable partner to Bangladesh Extending economic, military and 

diplomatic support. The recent visit of Chinese President to Bangladesh made it apex of the 

history of Bangladesh-China bilateral relation ever seen. Now the relation between 

Bangladesh is not only fact in bilateral relation but also in international politics more 

specifically in geopolitics. Chinese President Xi Jinping quoted to intense “strategic 

partnership”. Let’s have a brief dynamic of Bangladesh- China relations.  

 

8.1 Trade and Economic Relations with china 

To assess the relation between Bangladesh and China we firs have to look over economic 

relation as Bangladesh is 3rd largest trading partner of China. Let’s have a look to the chart. 

Year Export (million dollar)  Import (million dollar) 

1997-98 48.51 592.46 

1998-99 10.61 560.47 

1999-00 10.56 568.06 

2000-01 11.67 708.94 

2001-02 18.92 657.78 

2002-03 19.50 779.50 

2003-04 45.65 1132.72 

2004-05 56.07 1643.77 

2005-06 64.35 2078.99 

2006-07 92.97 2572.62 

2007-08 106.95 3136.70 

2008-09 97.06 3451.47 

2009-10 178.63 3819.28 

2010-11 319.66 5912.55 

2011-12 401.94 6433.21 

2012-13 458.12 6324 
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Source: Import Payment, Bangladesh Bank and Export Statistics, Export Promotion Bureau 

& Bangladesh Bank. 

 

According to ‘the Daily Star’ in Bangladesh, the trade between Bangladesh and China 

reached about USD 12.5 billion. On 19- April 2006 both countries agreed to take steps to 

reduce this gap. At present, under the Bangkok Agreement China provides duty free access to 

84 Bangladeshi products, though Dhaka is pushing for a complete opening of the Chinese 

market for its products in order to reduce the trade imbalance. China-Bangladesh trade 

volume reached a record high of 10.3 billion US dollars with a growth rate of 21.9% 

compared with 2012, 10 times that of 2002. The accumulated investment (including 

investment from Hong Kong & Taiwan) in Bangladesh EPZ reached 1.42 billion US dollars 

at the end of 2013, providing jobs for more than 76,000 Bangladeshis. Several bigger 

investment projects are in the process of negotiation between the two sides. At the same time, 

a growing number of Bangladesh business people are now conducting business in China. 

China mainly imports: Raw materials like leather, cotton, textiles, fish etc. China major 

exports to Bangladesh: Include textiles machinery and electronic products, cement, fertilizer, 

tire, raw silk, maize etc.  

 

9. Hasina’s ‘India first’ policy 

While some Bangladeshi experts argue for a tit-for-tat balancing strategy with China, the 

intimate ties of geography, history and culture determine that Bangladesh cannot pursue a 

blind policy of equidistance between Delhi and Beijing. Attempts to deviate from this have 

led to occasional tensions in the past, but the current positive bilateral momentum is due to 

PM Hasina's informal "India first" focus on key issues that impinge on Indian core security 

and economic interests. China played a large role in developing Bangladesh’s port at 

Chittagong even before the “Belt and Road” initiative came along with it. In addition, 

Bangladesh set up a missile launch pad near Chittagong Port with assistance from China in 

2008. These developments make it clear that Bangladesh fears perceived Indian hegemony.  

However, Sheikh Hasina has reassured Delhi that her state will not be a base for anti-Indian 

man oeuvres. Such traditional military threats do not exist, but there are non-traditional 

threats towards India. These include terrorist outfits operating from Bangladeshi soil. This is 

one reason for which Bangladesh is keen to have strong military alliance with China, apart 

from counter-insurgency cooperation with India. It helps maintain the small state’s internal 

security.  
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When Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Bangladesh, the two sides signed an 

agreement to let Indian cargo vessels use Chittagong port a move read in India as reassurance 

that the port is not intended as a Chinese “pearl” in the Indian Ocean 

  

10. Bangladesh and SAARC 

Bangladesh, as a proponent of regional cooperation, had always paid a leading role in 

SAARC. Yet there has not been a substantial progress in regional peace and amity, mainly 

due to India-Pakistan rivalry. The so-called SAARC spirit of cooperation and fraternity is 

looking frail today due to the simmering hostility between India and Pakistan. In the current 

year Bangladesh is more emphasize on the BBIN (a sub-regional grouping consisting 

Bangladesh-Bhutan-India and Nepal) other than the SAARC.  

 

11. Bangladesh - USA Relations  

The Relations between Bangladesh and USA were boosted in March 2000 when President 

Clinton visited Bangladesh. A centerpiece of the bilateral relationship is a large U.S. aid 

program, totaling about $163 million for 2009. In total, the United States has provided more 

than $5.5 billion in food and development assistance to Bangladesh.  

Total imports from Bangladesh were about $2.6 billion (excluding services) in FY 2005, up 

from $2.1 billion in 2002. In 2007 total imports reached $3.4 billion. U.S. exports to 

Bangladesh (some $333 million--excluding services--in 2005, and $456 million in 2007) 

include wheat, fertilizer, cotton, communications equipment, aircraft, and medical supplies, a 

portion of which is financed by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID).  

 

11.1 Bilateral trade with USA and security for Garments industries 

In 2014, U.S. direct investment in Bangladesh was $465 million, an increase of 12.6 percent 

from 2013. These two governments held the second annual Trade and Investment 

Cooperation Forum Agreement (TICFA) meeting in Washington on November 23, 2015, 

which highlighted the potential for greater cooperation with Bangladesh, particularly in areas 

of developing infrastructure and energy resources. U.S. exports to Bangladesh include 

agricultural products (soybeans, cotton, wheat and dairy), aircraft, machinery, engines, and 

iron and steel products. U.S. imports from Bangladesh include apparel, footwear, and textile 

products; toys, games and sporting goods; shrimp and prawns; and agricultural products. 

Worker rights and worker safety issues led the United States to suspend the country’s 

Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) trade benefits in June 2013. At the time of the 
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suspension, the United States provided the Bangladesh government with an Action Plan to 

address worker rights and safety issues as a basis for considering the reinstatement of GSP 

trade benefits. Since that time Bangladesh has made important progress in meeting some of 

the plan’s objectives – especially in inspections, safety and security, and the United States 

continues to work with the Bangladesh government to ensure further progress on workers' 

rights. That may help Bangladesh for their garments industries.  

 

12. EU in Bangladesh 

The EU is assisting the government of Bangladesh in its priorities of developing the economy 

whilst addressing social exclusion and poverty. The EU has earmarked a €403 million sum to 

the country 2007-13. The EU’s €403 million package of financial support 2007-13 is provided 

through two multi-annual indicative programmes (MIPs) for 2007-10 and 2011-13 

respectively. The following are funding priorities: Human and social development– especially 

education (including technical and vocational education and training) to improve quality of 

teaching and strengthen progress made in enrolment and quality of primary schooling. Good 

governance and human rights to strengthen the efficiency of governance institutions improve 

the delivery of public services and promote the protection of human rights.  

 

13. Bangladesh and Islamic countries 

For a country like Bangladesh, which is the second largest Muslim country of the world, a 

substantial part of whose population (about 90 per cent) is Muslim; there is little option but to 

take Islam into consideration when formulating its policies, whether internal or external. The 

foreign policy of Bangladesh is significantly known for its close linkages with the Muslim 

countries, which is characterized as an emerging political and economic force to reckon with. 

It has also been considered that consolidation and promotion of cooperation with them could 

be potential source of enormous strength to Bangladesh. This may also and open up new 

possibilities of mutually beneficial economic cooperation through a well-planned mix of the 

surplus funds of oil rich Muslim countries with the abundant labour force available in 

Bangladesh. 

 

14. ASEAN and Bangladesh 

IMF forecasts Bangladesh potential 32nd largest economy by 2022. With this spirit, 

Bangladesh charted some game changing economic visions of economic graduation in to 

Middle-income country by 2021. In line with this forging mobility, connecting regional 
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economic bloc especially ASEAN, OBOR backed BCIM can be inevitable towards desired 

investment, industry, trade and GDP acceleration. ASEAN is yet to be harnessed for 

Bangladesh to explore limitless opportunities of mutual trade and industrial investment 

cooperation based on mutual close cooperation for multi-modal connectivity and FTA. This 

proposed regional economic connectivity can socio-economically benefit to greater extent and 

solidify the economic landscape by improving the fate of one billion people in this greater 

region which is the potential largest market in terms of population and open up a new 

trajectory for this region. Considering this indispensable and contemporary geo-economic 

thought, a forging Economic synergy between ASEAN and Bangladesh can be held. 

Bangladesh, next to ASEAN area, can align economically to equip our geo-economic strength 

which enables to secure a geo political importance.  

 

15. Bangladesh’s linking their development with blue economy  

In Bangladesh, discussions on blue economy started after the settlement of maritime boundary 

delimitation dispute with Myanmar (2012) and India (2014). So, the Government has recently 

started dialogues with the stakeholders to adopt the concept of blue economy across relevant 

policies and plans. The objective is to exploiting untapped potential of the marine 

environment using useful solutions and innovations for increasing food security, alleviating 

poverty, improving nutrition and health, creating jobs, lifting trade and industrial profiles 

while protecting ecosystem health and biodiversity, and also improving regional security and 

peace.  

The countries like Bangladesh, which currently have an underdeveloped blue economy, are 

well positioned to develop sectors of the blue economy. For example, fisheries and coastal 

aquaculture offer huge potential for the provision of food and livelihoods, respecting 

ecological parameters, creating sustainable employment and producing high value species for 

international export markets. However, a strategic approach, supported with a governance 

structure is imperative to developing the blue economy otherwise the example of fisheries and 

coastal aquaculture development given here could easily lead to resource exploitation 

biodiversity loss and ultimately depletions loss of ecological function.  

 

15.1 Major Opportunities of Blue Economy Sectors: 

In view of harnessing the full utilization of ocean-based resources within the present maritime 

boundary of Bangladesh, a range of productive economic sectors need to be emphasized and 

considered. Under blue economy approach within a comprehensive framework of ecosystem-
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based management if ocean spaces are properly planned and managed to carryout inter-

sectorial coordination with public- private partnership and investment that will certainly 

generate strong foundation for huge earnings and economic benefits for the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.2 Major Sectors related to blue economy in Bangladesh 

Bay of Bengal and coastal regions are the backbone of national economy of Bangladesh. The 

blue economy can create enormous opportunities to resolve the issues of climate changes at 

the coastal areas by addressing the challenges. On the other hand, it might generate jobs for 

millions and bring about tangible changes in the lives and livelihood of the millions of people 

living along the coastline, in islands and across Bangladesh, if the marine based economic 

resources belonging with many sectors are managed and governed by principles of 

biodiversity protection, conservation is community-led and efforts for care are intertwined 

with a vision of scientific understanding. The past and present status and trends and future 

potentials of marine based economic resources (Living, non-living and potential other 

resources) within the identified sectors are summarised in Table 1 and major opportunities of 

these sectors are detailed in the following paragraphs. 
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Marine 

Resources 

Economic Sectors Past and Present Status and 

Trends 

Future Potentials 

Living 

Resources 

Marine Fisheries 

and Aquaculture 

Marine fishing in shallow & 

shelf waters in existing fishing 

grounds Improved extensive 

shrimp farming practice; 

Mariculture of sea bass, grouper, 

marine eel, pomfret, mullets etc. 

absent; Soft shell carb culture 

limited 

Explore large pelagic fish harvesting; 

Long line fishing of Tuna & tuna like 

fishes Hatchery based seed 

production & mariculture of 

important marine Supp 

Marine Non- 

Traditional Species 

Seaweed, marine algae culture 

absent; No marine oyster, 

mussel, sea cucumber, sea urchin 

etc. culture 

Initiation of seaweed & marine 

algae culture; Initiate shell fish 

breeding & culture 

 Marine 

Biotechnology 

Biotechnology not yet utilized 

for any marine living & 

biological resources 

Application of marine 

biotechnological tools for developing 

pharmaceutical drugs/chemicals & 

other products as human food 

Blue Carbon Sequestrations Estimates of 

carbon sequestration in 

vegetated estuaries and coastal 

habitat were not yet properly 

recorded; Mangrove forests 

reducing trend due to 

deforestation 

Bio-mitigation of climate change by 

blue carbon sequestrations by 

restoration of overall coastal 

ecosystems and habitats i.e. 

Sequestering and storing carbon at 

mangroves, saltmarsh and sea grass 

ecosystems. 

Nonliving 

Resources 

Oil, Gas & 

Minerals 

Oil & gas exploration & 

extraction limited; Coastal sand 

mining & dredging 

Intensify oil & gas extraction; 

Explore & update potential mining 

Sea Salt Traditional solar evaporation Salt refining & marketing using 

modern technologies 

Potential 

Other 

Resources 

Marine Renewable 

Energy 

Solar, wave & wind energy 

limited use 

Implementation of using wind, wave, 

solar, tide, water current etc. as 

marine renewable energy 

Marine Trade, 

Shipping and 

Transport 

Port shipping & transport 

limited 

Sea born trade & fleet use need to be 

expanded 

Tourism Coastal tourism limited Expansion of tourism in sea beaches 

& in existing & newly developed 

islands 
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Maritime Education 

and Research 

Maritime human resource 

development limited; Research 

on marine and ocean related 

aspects also scanty 

Expanding marine education & 

research at existing & newly 

established institutions 

Maritime 

Surveillance 

Bangladesh Navy/Coast Guard 

watch the marine resources 

These services expanding to secure 

all marine resources of the extended 

boundaries 

Marine Spatial 

Planning 

No MSP has yet been 

formulated, designed and 

implemented 

MSP will be the guiding tools for BE 

to build up the strategy for 

management and full utilization of 

maritime resources 

 

Table 1: Major marine based economic resources within the identified sectors along with their 

past and present trends and future potentials (modified after Anon 2016) 

 

16. Climate Change and Roles of Bangladesh 

For nations like Bangladesh very much at risk from rising sea levels and other hazards this is 

a key and complex issue. Bangladesh is one of the planet’s most densely populated countries, 

situated over the large delta where three of Asia’s biggest rivers Brahmaputra, Ganges and 

Meghna meet. While cyclones and flooding have always been a part of life, they now appear 

more frequent and less predictable. River erosion has intensified and the sea levels have risen, 

carrying salty water farther inshore. In many places, life as people knew has disappeared. For 

example, Bangladesh relies almost completely on groundwater for drinking provisions. 

Pumping water causes the land to sink; so, as sea level rises, the risk of flooding increases 

even more. 

 The country’s climate scientists have concluded that ‘by 2050, rising sea levels will inundate 

some 17% of the land and displace about 18 million people’, according to the report 

‘Borrowed Time on Disappearing Land’, published in 2014 by The New York Times.  

In the face of such challenges, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina warned in 2014 that, although 

Bangladesh was working on plans to face climate change, ´new and additional resources will 

be needed for their implementation´. In the wake of the Paris Climate Conference, the 

dilemma is not only about the sums that are to be committed as aid, but also how much of this 

aid is to be translated into policy and practices to cut emissions by shifting to green energy 

and conserve carbon reservoirs. However, both challenges require different strategies and 
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perspectives. Bangladesh’s climate plans include adaptation and mitigation strategies, but will 

that be enough? And are they compatible?  

So, global initiative should be taken to save the country, as it is a global problem, to a greater 

extent.” As preparation for the climate summit, all countries worked on their Intended 

Nationally Determined Contributions (INDCs). The objective was to create a new 

international climate agreement under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC) that puts the world on a path toward a low-carbon, climate-resilient future. 

Developing INDCs was a process that identified these efforts, and analysed where there was 

potential to increase ambition domestically so all countries can work collectively towards 

reducing emissions. But what do INDCs actually mean to a country like Bangladesh? Were 

they just about fulfilling an international requirement? 

In this Regards “Bangladesh is one of the best examples globally of community-based 

adaptation. They have been taking care of themselves. It also leads the Least Developed 

Countries (LDC) group in issues such as loss and damage and climate finance. It comes to no 

surprise that premier (Sheikh Hasina) committed in NY, at the UN climate summit, to realistic 

INDCs,” added Kakakhel. Indeed, after every cyclone or flood, people in Bangladesh have 

rebuilt their homes, they have learned to grow rice and other crops in new ways, they have 

tried new farming methods to deal with salty water, or they have moved further inland and 

migrated.  

 

17. Bangladesh and Climate Finance Fund 

Bangladesh has access to climate finance through the Climate Change Trust Fund 

(government) and the Climate Change Resilience Fund (multiple donors), which could help 

channel funds towards climate strategies. But according to Kakakhel, this is not only a 

question of funds. “There is the transfer of needed technology, intellectual property rights, but 

also the level of preparedness in the country. Bangladesh needs money, but has to know for 

what. If you don´t plan properly and allow people to build houses in a flooding zone, it is not 

a question of putting the blame on climate change. You have to take ownership of your 

problems.” 
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